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Coneress. Phe proceedings of congress occupy 
a large space in the present sheet, to the exelusion 
of some other things that we had laid off to publish. 
The history of the last week’s business, though no- 
thing of any great moment has been‘determined, 
will be read with much interest, and become im- 
portant for reference hereafter. 

The report of the committee of thirteen of the 
house of representatives, on the Missouri subject, 
will claim much attention. Accustomed to deliver 
my own sentiments freely, I as freely give the like 
liberty to others; and find fault with no man for his 
opinion, if bottomed on the convictions of his own 
mind, though I may disapprove of them. When I 
first read the report, | thought it would be adopt- 
ed. It was not exactly what I myself would have 
wished, but it came as nearly to it, perhaps, as the 
present state of feeling in congress would admit of, 
through the A Nec exertions of Mr. Clay and others. 
This is an affair in which J have not pleased either 
party—but my own conscience is satisfied with the 

und I have taken, and both willattribute to me, I 
hope, honest error-—errot on the side of good fel- 
lowship and brotherly union. ‘The resolves accom- 
panying this report have been rejected, and the 
after proceedings are stated with sufficient clear- 
ness. We do not wish to enlarge—but it may safe- 
lv be said, that the situation of congress, and of the 
- United States, was never -nere unpleasant than it 
is now. An excitement prevails such as has never 
been witnessed in the house of representatives. It 
is a blessing that the pesple do not feel it, —Wednes- 
day’s proceedings do no credit to the parties con- 
cerned; and if a// was reported that happened, we 
questiongif the things that lately occurred on the 

ps) i; a 
prorogation of the British parliament, were much 
less dignified. Two resolutions have been since 
introduced, one in each house, to get rid of this 
‘distracting question.” 








BANKRUPT BRILL. Asit apperrs possible that the 
bill reported to the senate by Mr. Van Dyke, to es- 
tablish an uniform system of bankruptcy, may be 
passed into a Jaw, we insert a brief sketch of its 
contents. It is a matter of great interest to many 
thousands of our fellow citizens, creditors as well 
as debtors; and will supercede the state insolvent 
laws in many cases, by which latter a fraudulent 
person may elect his own time and way, to deprive 
honest men of their just dues. 





Tar Fronrma TREATY, it if now officially said by 
the Spanish minister, has been received at Wash- 
ington. It was understood that it would be imme- 
diately laid before the senate, as it probably was 
on Wednesday last. But in all “executive busi- 


ness,” it is the practice of the senate to sit with clos- 
cd deors. 


oo 


Retations with France. The London pspers po- 
sitively state, that the retaliatory restrictions on 
commerce, existing between the United States and 
France, are mutually rescinded. ‘This business was 
arranged at Paris, between our. minister and the 
French government. | ie 
. Vos, XIX, 27 


. 





- 





If the matter is not arranged, it may be expect- 
ed that it will soon be settled, as Mr. Hyde de Neu- 
ville has arrived. > 





Bank or Tar UnitenSrares. The legislature of 
Ohio has passed an act to withdraw from this bank 
the aid and protection of the laws of the state, That 
is,—the bank is out-lawed. We shall publish the act 
—which, we suppose, will place the bank in a sin- 
gular predicament; se much so, that even if a per- 
son were to enter and carry off the cash from its 
counter, that he cannot be arrested or punished for 
it! | 








Navy of the United States. 


Report of the naval committee, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the house of representatives of the 
11th Jan. inst. to inguire into the expediency of li- 
miting by law the number of seamen, ordinary seu- 
men, and boys, to be annually employed in the ser- 
vice of the United States; and, also, into the expe- 
diency of reducing the number now in actnal service. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JAN. 29, 1821. 
The committee on naval affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred aresolution of the house of representatives 
of the lith January, 1821, instructing them “to 
inquire into the expediency of limiting by law the 
number of seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, to 
be annually employed in the service of the United 

States; and, also, into the expediency of reducing 

the number now in actual service,” report:— 
That, by an act of congress, approved the 3d of 

March, 1801, a naval peace establishment was fixed 

bylaw, providing the number of ships which should 

be kept in constant service, in time of peace, and 
that the residue should be laid up in ordinary, 
with a sailing master, certain petty officers, sea- 
men, and marines, attached to each vessel thus 
laid up; authorizing the president to officer and 
man the vessels to be retained in actual service, a3 
he might direct, limiting him, however, to two- 
‘thirds of the then present complement of seamen 
and ordinary seamen, (by which the committee 
understand the two-thirds of the then full crews of 
the ships retained), limiting the number of cap- 
tains, lieutenants, and midshipmen, to be retained 
in the navy service in time of peace, and authoriz- 
ing the president to discharge all the other officers 
in the navy service of the United States. That, 
by another act of congress. approved April 21st, 
1806, the president was authorized to keep in ac- 
tual service, in time of peace, as many of the fri- 
gates and other armed vessels of the United States, 
as, in his judgment, the nature of the service might 
require and to cause the residue to be laid up in 
ordinary in convenient ports; and the president 
was authorized to officerand man the public armed 
vessels in actual service in time of peace as he 
might direct; but the act just referred to, limited 
the number of captains, masters commandant, lieu- 
tenants, and midshipmen; it limited, too, the num- 
ber of able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, to 
nine hundred and twenty-five, and authorized the 





president to appoint, for the vessels in actual ser- 
vice, a3 many officers of the grades therein men- 
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tioned as might, in his opinion, be necessary and 
proper; that, by another act, approved March 3d, 
1807, the president was authorized, in addition to 
the then present naval peace establishment to em- 
ploy a number of able seamen, ordinary seamen, 
and boys, not exceeding five hundred, should the 
exigency of the public service require it; that, by 
another act, approved January 3ist, 1809, it was 
provided that, in addition to the frigates then em- 
ployed in actual service, there should be fitted out, 
officered, and manned, four other frigates by name; 
and that the president might equip, man, and em- 
ploy, in actual service, as many of the public arm- 
ed vessels, then laid up in ordinary, and gun-boats, 
as, in his judgment, the public service might re- 
quire; and, for the purpose of carrying the provi- 
sions of the said act into effect, the president was 
authorized, in addition to the number of petty offi- 
cers, able seamen, ordinary seamen, and boys, then 
authorized by law, to appoint, anc cause to be em- 
ployed, three hundred midshipmen, three thousand 
six hundred able seamen, ordinary seamen, and 
boys, to be engaged to serve fora period not ex- 
ceeding two years, but subject to be sooner dis- 
charged. ‘That, by another act, passed June 28th, 
1809, the president was authorized, in the event 
of a favorable change in the foreign relations of 
the country, to cause to be discharged from actual 
service, and laid up in ordinary, such of the frigates 
and public armed vessels, as, in his judgment, a 
due regard to the public security and interest 
would permit. That, bv another act of congress, 
passed March 30th, 1812, the president was autho. 
rized‘to cause to ‘be immediately repaired, equip- 
ped, and put into actualservice, three frigates by 
name; and it was provided, that the officers and} 
seanten of the navy might be increased so far as 
was nécessary to officer, man, and equip, the ves- 
sels so’ to be put into service. ‘hat by another 
act of congress, passedl January 2, 1815, it was pro- 
vided, that the pfesident should cause to be built, 
equipped, and employed, four ships, to rate not 
Jess than seventy-four guns, and six to rate forty- 
four guns each; and the number of commissioned 
and warrant officers, petty officers, able seamen, 
ordinary seamen, and boys, to be employed on 
board each of the said ships of seventy-four guns, 
was fixed by the act; the crew, so far as it consisted 
of seamen and boys, was limited to two hundred 


able seamen, and three hundred ordinary seamen | 


and boys. That, by another act, passed March 3d, 
1813, the president was authorized to have built, 
manned, equipt, «nd commissioned, for service, six 
stoops of war, and, also, to have built or procured, 
as many sloops, to be employed en the lakes, as 
the public service might require, and, by the se- 
cond section of the last mentioned act, the presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint such officers, and 
ito employ such number of seamen, as might be 
necessary for such vessels as were authorized by 
law to be putin commission, any law to the contra- 
ry notwithstanding. 

The committee have thought it proper to give 
to the house abrief view of the progress of legisla- 
tion in relation to this subject, and they believe 
the foregoing sketch substantially to present it. 
Upon a reference to the various acts of congress 
before referred to, it will be found that, both in 
the vears 1801 and 1806, there was a naval peace 
establishment fixed by law, limiting not only the 
number of seamen and boys, but of officers also. 
It will be found, too, as your committee believe, 
by reference to dates compared with the history 


oe 


some of the acts of congress theniselves, that the 
subsequent provisions, in relation to the naval es. 
tablishment of the United States, had reference di- 
rectly to what either then was or probably soon 
would be, the relation of the country to foreign go- 
vernments; in short, that they looked directly to a 
state cither of actual or probable war. 

Your committee understand the resolution re- 
ferred to them to relate to the number of seamen 
and boys necessary to be employed in time of 
peace, and whether that shall be fixed by law. In 
the present state of things the only limitation upon 
the number of seamen is to be found in the appro- 
priation bill, which, in effect, annually limits the 
number to be employed by the amount of the appro- 
priation annually made forthat object. Your com- 
mittee be'ieve, that the proper office of the appro- 
priation bill, is, as far as practicable, to provide 
means ‘or objects anthorized by existing laws; 
there are indeed, cases which, on account of the 
contingent or uncertain character of the expendi- 
ture, constitute exceptions to this rule; but, in ge- 
neral, the rule is considered as a sound one. 

Your committee would further remark, that, in 
investigating this subject, they have extended their 
enquiries beyond the mere scope of the resolution, 
into the propriety of fixing a naval peace estab- 
lishment, embracing as well the number of officers 
as ships to be kept in the service of the United 
States in time of peace; and they beg leave shortly 
to submit some of their reasons for thinking that 
there should be a peace establishment in the navy 
as well as the army. Although, by the constitu- 
tion of the United States, the president is com- 
mander.in chief of the army and navy, yet it be- 
longs to congress to ‘raise and support” the one, 
and “to provide and maintain” the other; the power 
to provide and maintain implies that of determin- 
ing the quantum; a question, the decision of which 
ought not to be left, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, to the executive department, and yet, in 
practice, it is in effect left to executive decision; 
for, as has been before remarked, there being no 
permanent law in force limiting the number of of- 
ficers, ships, or men, to be kept in service, the 
only limitation is in the amount of appropriation; 
and your committee believe that, in practice, the 
amount of the estimateshas generally been appro- 
priated without any discussion in congress as to 
the necessity of them Whatever confidence we 
may have in the executive, it seems not to be right, 
in principle, to leave to its discretion in effect, 
the decision of a question which belongs to the le- 
gislature. | 

Your committee believe that in Great Britain, 
though the number of seamen is not fixed by a per- 
manent law, yet is settled by the annual vote of 
parliament. If there were probable danger of war 
or difficulty in our foreign relations, it might not 
be expedient to fix the number of seamen by a per- 
manent law, but, in the present circumstances of 
the country, it seems to your committee it may be 
done. It will be remembered, it is a peace esta- 
blishment which is contemplated; when war shall 
come, or even upon its probable approach, both 
the army and navy will doubtless be placed upon 
a footing suited to the then altered state of the 
country. 

Your committee would further remark, that a 
additional reason with them for inclining to a peace 
establishment is, to fix the number of officers who, 
they believe, in many grades, are too numerous. 
and yet for all, whom, unless their numter shall 





of the country, and indeed to the language of 


be reduced by law, an appropriation must be made. 
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Your committee are aware that this is a dif- 
ficult and delicate subject; the officersof the navy 
in the recent war, not only distinguished them- 
selves, but, by breaking the charm of invincibility 
belonging to the British navy, contributed much 
both to our glory and our solid strength asa nation. 
The committee are also aware, that many of them 
have devoted some of their best years to their pro- 
fession; yet, if the interest of the country requires 
a reduction, painful as the duty is, it is one which 
ought to be performed. In relation to the number 
of ships to be retained in service, the reasons 
which would prove the propriety of fixing the 
number of seamen, would apply with full force to 
them; indeed, it isanother state of the same ques- 
tion, in substance, since, if the number of seamen 
be fixed, no more vessels will be employed than 
they can man; and the fixing a certain maximum 
of seamen is considered a more judicious course 


— 


considerable degree. The committee forbear to 
go into further detail upon this subject, because, if 
the house should adopt the principle, the detail 
could be presented in a bill. 

As to the seamen, if it should be decided to fix 
the number by law, theresolution then directs the 
the committee to enquire into the expediency of 
reducing the number now in actual service. Upon 
this subject the committee would remark, that it 
willbe seen, by adverting to a letter fram the navy 
department, under date of the 11th December, 
1820, amengst the printed documents, that the 
whole furce cf the vessels of war in the actual ser- 
vice of the United States, amounts to. about three 
hundred and thitry-five guns, distributed as is mer- 
tioned in the same letter: your committee incline 
to the opinion, that the following diminution of that 
force may be made without injury to the public 
service, ¥iz: instead of two corvettes and a sloop 


than to fix the number of ships, inasmuch as the} on the coast of Africa, whose object is the sup- 


president will then be left at liberty to use such 


classes of vessels as may, in his opinion, be best 


pression of piracy and the slave trade, three of the 
schooners authorized by an act of the last session 


idapted to the nature of the service; the aggre-} would be sufficient, making a deduction of 34 guns; 
gate of the guns, however, being limited by the} instead of a 36 gun frigate in the Indian seas, the 


number of men allowed to man them. 


corvette Cyane of 28 would be sufficient, making 


Your committee have said, that they considerthe| a deduction of eight; if to these deductions be 
officers of many of the grades as too numerous: | added the force of the Macedonian and Ontario, of 


they will now proceed to state the grounds of their 


opinion, 


which the one is returning after being replaced by 


They have not fora moment entertained | the Consteliation, and the other is proceeding to 


the idea of paring down the officers of the navy to| take the place of the Peacock, amounting together 


any thing like a mere sufficiency to officer the 
ships to be actually retained in service in time of 


to 54 guns, the whole force which would remain 
after these deductions from that now in service, 


peace; it is obviously impossible, upon this subject, | would be 239 guns; but suppose an additional num- 


to select any given number, and shew that it is 
precisely the right one; some reasonable rule must 


be adopted. 


ber of 56 guns to be included for any contingent 
service, such, for example, as the replacing of a 
vessel returning froma cruise, then the whole force 


Your committee hare acted upon the principle | which, according to the views before presented, 


that, whilst, on the one hand, the mere number o 


officers necessarv for the vessels in actual service, 


is not sufficient with a view to the future progres 


and prosperity of the navy; on the other, it would 
be entirely out of the question to employ, in time of 
peace, a8 many as would officer our whole navy, 
They have, 
therefore, selected what they consider a medium 
between these extremes; it appears, by the Nayal 
Register of 1821, that the total number of guns of 
our ships, which are éuilt, equipped and launched, | and boys, 2,521. 
(which description excludes the three line of bat- 
tle ships Ohie, North Carolina, and Delaware, which 


built and to be built, in time of war. 


fi would be necessary, would be 275 guns: to man 
this force, upon a war establishmert, if the commit- 
s}tee have not erred in calculation, would require 
856 able seamen, 802 ordinary seamen, and 195 
boys; to this add, according to a document of the 
last session, for the shipsin ordinary, navy yards, 
and navy stations, 287 able seamen, 314 ordinary 
seamen, and 67 boys; and the aggregate is, of able 
seamen 1,143, of ordinary seamen 1,116, and of 
boys 262; total of able seamen, ordinary seamen, 
The estimate from the navy de- 
partment for the service of the year 1821, embraces 
1,332 able seamen, 1,307 ordinary seamen, and 293 


are believed not to be equipped,) amounts to seven boys; making an aggregate of 2,952; from which 


hundred and ninety-seven, of all classes of vessels, 


gun-boats included. 


Your committee have thought that if we retained 


it would seem that if the force suggested by the 
committee, be retained in service, there might bea 
reduction of about 411, viz: 187 able seamen, 191 


in service in time of peace, a sufficient number of | ordinary seamen, and 31 boys. 


commissioned and warrant officers to officer all 
those upon the war establishment, it would afford 


Upon the whole view of the subject, the com- 
mittee beg leave to recommend to the house tne 


a liberal peace establishment: bringing the num- | following resolution: 


ber of officers to this standard, the committee find 
that there are various ranks in which the present 
number considerably exceeds that which would be 
reguired by the rule just stated: they will descend 
to particulars in a few grades, in which the excess 
is relatively most considerable; thus, upon this 


Resolved, hat a naval peace establishment ought 
to be fixed by law. 





Bankrupt Law. 


The following bill, introduced inte the senate of 





scale, there is an excess of fifteen post captains; of} the United States, by Mr. Van Dyke, has been sent 
twenty masters commandant; of seventy lieuten-}to us by our attentive correspondent at Washinc- 


ants; of twenty-seven surgeons; of more than forty | ton. 


sailing masters: 


It ‘consists of sixty-four sections, and ts of 


There are, perhaps, two or three | great importance to the community: we pud sa 


grades in which an allowance of a few more than | the following summary of it, which contatus all ‘ts 


even this scale would produce, might be judicious; | provisions. 


Although abbreviated, the substa ce 


amongst them, probably, might be placed the mid-|is retained, nothing being left out but the mere 
shipmen, who may be considered as constituting | formal parts.--Philad, P’rank. Gaz. 


the nursery of the future commanders of our ships; 
this, however, would only vary the result in an in-4 


IN SENATE OF THR UNITED stares, Junuary 2, '321. 
Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Vaw Drag asked 
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and obtained leave to bring in “a bill to establish an} 


tuiiform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States,” which bill was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

Section 1. Provides, “If any merchant or person, 
yesiding within the United States, actually using 
the trade of merchandise, by buying and selling, in 
gross or by retail, or dealing in exchange or as 2 
banker, broker, factor, underwriter, or marine in- 
surer,’’ and after enumerating what shall be con- 
sidered the causes of bankruptcy, “such person 
shall be deemed and adjudged a bankrupt.” Pro- 
vrded, that farmers, graziers, drovers, dyers, bleach- 
cis, shoemakers, carpenters, ship carpenters, 
butchers, tailors, bakers, schoolmasters, tanners, 
innkeepers, er any artificers, whose living is sub- 
stantially gotten by mechanical labor, though with 
some mixture of buving and selling, shall not as 
such only be deemed or taken to be within the pro- 
visions of this act. And provided, that no person 
shall be liable to a commission of bankruptcy, if 
the petition be not preferred within six months 
after the act of bankruptcy committed. 


Sec. 10. Provides, that whenever new assignee 
or assignees shall be appointed, no suit at law or 
equity shall be abated thereby, and no suit wherein 
bankrupt is a party, shall be abated by reason of 
bankruptcy. 

Sec. 11, Provides, that the assignment or assign. 
ments of the commissioners of the bankrupt’s estate 
and effects, made as aforesaid, shall be good at law 
and in equity against the bankrupt or ny person 
claiming under him. All conveyances by, all pay- 
ments by and to, and all contracts and other deal- 
ings, by and with any bankrupt, bona fide entered 
into before the date of the commission, shail be 
valid, notwithstanding any act of bankruptcy, prior 
to that on which the commission issued. Provided 
the person so dealing, had no notice of any act of 
bankruptcy committed by the bankrupt within six 
months betore the time of dealing, &c. And pro- 
vided in case of a bona fide purchase made before 
the issuing of the commission, from or under the 
bankrupt, tor a valuable consideration, by any per- 
son having no knowledge or notice of any act of 
bankruptcy committed within six months before 





See. 2. Directs the appointment, by the president 
of the United, States, of general commissioners of | 
bankruptcy in each j':dicial district, and directs the } 
uianner in which @ commission of bankruptcy may 
issue, 

Sec. S. Provides “forthe appointment, by the 
commissioners, of a clerk.” 

Sec. 4. Provides the form of the oath to be taken 
by the commissioners before they shall be capable 
of acting; “notice shall be given to the person 
charged as a bankrupt, before the examination; 
bankrupt may demand a jury to be impanneiled to 
enquire into the fact or facts alleged, or causes for 
issuing. the commission, and such person shall not 
be declared bankrupt unless by the verdict of the 


Sec. 5. Vests in the commissioners power to cause 
to be apprehended the body of the person declared 
a bankrupt, &c. : . 

Sec. 6. Commissioners, after a person is declared 
bankrupt, to take into their possession all the estate, 
real and personal, of every description, and cause 
the same to be inventoried and appraised, (with the 
exception of necessary apparel, and bed and bed. 
ding, of the bankrupt and of his family), and to 
secure all deeds, papers, &c. belonging to such 
bankrupt, until assignees shall be chosen or ap- 
pointed. 


Sec. 7. Commissioners forthwith, after they have 
declared such person a bankrupt, to cause public 
notice thereof to be given, and in such notice shall 
appoint somé convenient time and place for the 
creditors to meet, in order te choose assignee or 
assignees, of the bankrupt’s estate and effects. 


Sec. 8. Commissioners, if they shall see cause, 
may appoint immediately, (before assignees shall 
be chosen as above), one or more assignee or as- | 
signecs, of the estate of the bankrupt, or any part 
thereof, who may be removed at a meeting of the 
creditors entitled to vote. 


Sec. 9. Providys, that at any time previous to the 
closing of the accounts of the said assignee or as- 
signees, the creditors, at a meeting called for the 
purpose, may remove all or any of the assignees, 
and choose others; and the assignees removed shall 
deliver up all the estate and effects of the bank- 
rupt. In case of the death of any of the assignee 
or assignees, the property shall vest in the surviv- 


such purchase, such purchase shall not be invali- 
dated or impeached. 

Sec. 12, Vests in the commissioners power, by 
deed or deeds, to assign and convey to the assignee 
or assignees, any lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments of the bankrupt; and al] such conveyances, 
executed and recorded to the laws of the state, 
where the property shall be situate, shall be good 
and effectual. 

Sec. 13. Provides, if any bankrupt shall have 
conveyed any lands, goods or estate unto any per- 
son, upon condition ompower of redemption by pay- 
ment of money or otherwise, the commissioners 
shall have power to assign, for the use aforesaid, all 
the right, title and interest of said bankrupt there- 
in; and, upon tender of the meney or ther per- 
formance according to the nature of the condition, 
the assignees sha'l have the same nghts and reme- 
dies as the bankrupt himself could have for the 
possession, recovery, sale ar disposal of the same. 

Sec. 14. Vests in the commissioners power to 
assign over all debts, actions and claims, to the as- 
signees for the use of creditors, &c. 

Sec. 15. Vests in the commissioners power to 
summon before them, or the judges aforesaid, any 
person in whose possession goods, chattels, &c. are, 
or suspected to be, or any person indebted to said 
bankrupt, upon complaint, or information given te 
said commissioners. 

Sec 16, Vests in the commissioners power to 
issue their warrants to apprehend the persons 
aforesaid, if they refuse to attend on summons; per- 
jury committed, or subordination of perjury by 
persons, other than the bankrupt, shall be punish- 
ed by fine not exceeding 4000 dollars, and impri- 
sonment not exceeding two years, and the person 
rendered incapable of being a witness in any court 
of record. 

Sec. 17. Provides for forfeiture by persons whe 
shall fraudulently or collusively claim any debt, or 
detain any of the estates of the bankrupt, of cou- 
ble the amount th re f. 

Sec. 18. Vests in the commissioners power to 
assign any lands or goods debts, &c. conveyed by 
a person, prior to his bankruptcy, for the benfit 
of children, or if done with intent to defraud cre- 
ditors. 

Sec. 19. Provides, that if any person, who shall 
become bankrupt, and against whoma commiss © 





ing assignee or assignees, and the crediiors may fill 
up the vacancy, &c, 


of bankruptcy shall be duly issued, shall not, within 


| forty-two days after notice thereof, surrender him 
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or herself, to conform to the provisions of the act, 
such person shall be adjudged a fraudulent bank. 
rupt, and suffer imprisonment not less than twelve 
months, nor more than ten years, and shall not at any 
time after be entitled to the benefit of this act. 

Sec. 20. Provides, that the commissioners shall 
appoint three meetings within the forty-two days, 
&c. 

Sec. 21. Vests the commissioners with power to 
issue their warrants, authorizing an officer to break 
open, in the day time, the houses of the bankrupt, 
on probable cause, shewn by oath or affirmation. 

Sec. 22, Authorizes the commissionefs to com- 
mit a bankrupt to prison, if he refuses to answer 
punishment for wilful or corrupt perjury by bank- 
rupt; imprisonment not less than two years hor 
more than ten years. 

Sec. 23, Allows the bankrupt, within forty-two 
days, free access to his books, and frees him from 
arrest. 

Sec, 24. Penalty, on harboring or concealing a 
bankrupt, eitherimprisonment not more than twelve 
months or fine not more than $1000. 

See. 25. Commissioners to specify, in the com- 
mitment of persons refusing to answer, the cause 
of commitment. 

Sec. 26. Allows compensation to any person, af 
ter the bankrupt’s final examination, who shall vo- 
luntarily make discovery of any part of the bank- 
Tupt’sestate unknown to the commissioners. Trus- 
tees, having notice of the bankruptcy, wilfully con- 
cealing the estate of the bankrupt for ten days 
after bankrupt’s final examination, shall forfeit dou- 
ble the value thereof. 

Sec, 27, Vests in the commissioners power to 
assign for the benefit of creditor’s property in his 
hands for which he may be the reputed owner by 
collusive consent of the prop er owner. 

Sec, 28. Provides for forfeiture, by a creditor, 
who, atter having saved for commission of bank- 
ruptcy, shall have accepted from bankrupt satisfac- 
tion or security for his debt, of the whole of his 
debt as well as the whole he shall have received, 
for benefit of other creditors. 

Sec. 29. Provides for “first dividend after four 
months and within twelve months from the time 
of issuing commission, among suchcreditors as have 
duly proved their debts, &c.” 

Sec. 30. Provides for a second and final dividend 
of the bankrupt’s estates within eighteen months, 
unless asuit at law or equity be depending, or any 
part of estate outstanding, &c. 

Sec. 51. Lien of creditors om estates of bank- 
rupt not to be impaired. 


Sec.. $2. Assignees to keep true account of 
bankrupt’s estate and effects; creditors to have ac- 
cess thereto. 


_ See. 33. Bankrupt shall be bound to attend as- 
signees, to assist in making accounts of estate and 
effects, if necessary. 


Sec. 34. Any person who shall become bank- 
rupt within the time limited by this est and con- 
form to its provision, shall be entitled to a per ceat- 
age out of his estate, under restrictions. Second 
commission of bankruptcy against the same per- 
son discharges the body from imprisonment; future 
estate to beliable, unless the bankrupt’seflects shall 
pay 75 per cent. of their demands. Third com- 
mission will not entitle a bankrupt to any certificate 
or discharge whatever; future effects shall remain 
liable to creditors. A certificate to a person not 


Within the true intent of this act, shall not protect 
41M against creditors. 





Sec. 35. A certificate discharges the bankrupt 
from all debts, covenants, contracts and other en- 
gagements whatsoever, by this act made proveable. 
under the commission. Provides for the settle- 
ment of contingent claims made absolute by the 
time that a final distribution of the bankrupt’s es- 
tate shall be declared. No discharge of a bank- 
rupt shall pelease a partner bound to the same 
debt. 

Sec. 86. No person becoming a bankrupt to be 
entitled to the benefits of this act, unless he shall 
obtain from one of the judges, having authority to 
issue the commission, a certificate of discharge, nor 
unless the commissioners shall certify that the bank- 
rupt has made a full disclosure of his estate, &c. 
and provides for proceedings in cases when the cer- 
tificate of discharge is unreasonably denied to the 
bankrupt. 

Sec. 37. Bankrupt not to be entitled to allowance 
out of his effects, nor to a certificate of discharge, 
if he refuses to discover any fictitious debt, or if he 
has lost, at any one time, 59, or, in the whole, $300, 
by gaming or wagering, after the passage of this 
act and within twelve months before he became a 
bankrupt. 

Sec. 38. A bankrupt, who shall have obtained his 
certificate, if taken into custody or detained in pri- 
sun, on account of any debt owing before he became, 
a bankrupt, by reason of judgment obtained before 
certificate allowed, to be discharged by any judge, 
or others, who may have the power to award hadeas 
corpus. 

Sec. 39. Persons, who have bona fide given cre- 
dit to, or taken securities, payable at future days, 
from persons who are or shail become bankrupt; 
likewise the obligee of any bottomry or responden- 
tia bond, and the assured in any policy of insur- 
ance, to be admitted to prove their claims and re- 
ceive dividend, &c. 

Sec. 40. Proceedings in cases of persons com- 
mitted by warrant of commissioners, where the form 
of the warrant is insufficient. Jailors, who shall 
negligently suffer such persons to escape, or go 
without the doors or walls of the prison, to forfeit 
3,000 dollars. 

Sec. 41. Jailors refusing to produce to a creditor, 
having proved his debt, the person so committed, 
to be liable as for a wilful escape. 

Sec. 42. In case of mutual credits, between bank- 
rupt and creditor, the balance of accounts to be 
struck. And to be paid orclaimed as the case may 
be. 

Sec. 43. Disputes or differences, arising on ac- 
count of any matter relating to bankrupt, to be re- 
ferred to arbitrators; or may be compounded with 
the parties by the assignees, under the direction of 
the commissioners, and with the consent of the ma- 
jor part, in value, of creditors. 

Sec. 44, Assignees vested with power to dispose 
of ali the bankrupt’s estate, at public auction, with- 
out being subject to any tax or duty. 

Sec. 45. Provides for the commissioners to pro- 
ceed in executing the commission, in case of deatlz 
of bankrupt, &c. 

Sec. 46. Commissioners may require bond from 
creditors prosecuting, commission to the amount of 
one thousand dollars, for payment of costs, &c. 

Sec. 47. All penalties given by this act for bene- 
fit of creditors, to be recovered by the assignees 
by action of debt. 


Sec. 48. Commissioners, and others having autho- — 


rity under this act, if suit be brought arainst them, 


for any thing done by them, by force of this act, in 


case of non-suit &e. to recover double costs. 
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Sec, 49. Any estate, real or personal, becoming 
vested in any bankrupt, before he shall obtain a 
certificate, to be tor the benefit of creditors. 

Sec. 50. Proceedings of commissioners, in cases 
which shall have been finished, to be filed once in 
every \ car, in the clerk’s office of the district court, 
and copies thereof to be admitted as evidence in all 
courts. 

Sec. 51. Creditors may attend at the examination 
of bankrupt, and the allowance of the certificate, 
propose interrogatories, &c. 

Sec. 52. Allowance to be made bankrupt, from 
time to time, out of his estate, until he shall have 
obtained his discharge, for support of himself and 
family. 

Sec. 53. Creditors, before assignees appointed, 
may direct in what manner, with whom and where 
the money, arising out of bankrupt’s estate, shall 
be lodged. 

Sec. 54. Every matter and thing required by 
this act to be done, shall be valid, if performed by 
a majority of the commissioners. 

Sec 55. Provides what may be evidence in suit 
brought by or against assignees. , 

Sec. 56, Creditors and assignees may require a 
jury to be impannelled to decide on any matter they 
may not wish to be decided upon by the commis- 
sioners. 

Sec. 57. Lands and effects of bankrupt may be 
sold on credit, but not to retard granting his certifi- 
cate of discharge. 

Sec. 58, Persons becoming bankrupt to be dis- 
charged from prison on any suits. 

See: 59. This act not to repeal or annul any laws 
in force, or that may be hereafter enacted, for the 
relief of insolyent debtors, with the exception so 
far a réSpects those within the purview of this 
act. % ' 
Sec. 60 Right of preference, to prior satisfaction 
of debts due fo U. States over all other debts, to 
continue and exist, 

Sec. 61. Nothing in this act to impair or invali- 
cate any lien existing at the date of this act, upon 
the lands or chattels of any person who may have 
become a bankrupt. 

Sec. 62. Surplus of bankrupt’s estate, after satis- 
faction of all debts, if any remain, to revert. 

Sec. 63. Regulates proceedings in cases where 
any of the parties may conceive themselves agriev- 
ed. 

Sec. 64. Act to continue in force for 
years from the passing hereof, and from thence un- 
iil the next session of congress and no longer. 


UR 


Foreign Articles. 

London papers of Bec. 10. 
‘sprig HOLY ALLIANC,.’? 

There are various rumors of the determinations of 
the kings and their ministers at Troppau. Among 
other tiings it is said that the three northern sove- 
reigns have invited the king of Naptes to aconfer- 
ence; and if,on any account he declines it, they will 
consider it us proof that he is not free in his states 
—and, of course, act to restore him to his liberty! 
In the mean time, Austria is marching her troops 
into Italy, with an apparent determination of sub- 
dug Naples, which is said to be with the unani- 
mous conseat of the five great powers—Great Bri- 
tain, France, Russia, Austria, and Prussia. But 





these matters are only conjectured. -It is added, 
that the emperor of Russia had received several 
couriers, and would depart immediately for St, 


I 


conciuded between the Britishjand the Turks, con. 
cerning the navigation and trade of the Black sea, 
(cp See “Postscript” in next page. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
Nothing important was going on. On the 19th 
of December, the lord mayor, alderman and com. 
mon councilmen, of London, with the sheriffs, re. 
corder, and city officers, proceeded at 2 o’clock 
trom Guildhall to Carlton house, where being in- 
troduced into the presence of the king, who was 
seatod on his throne, the recorder read the address 
and petition of the common council, condemning 
the proceedings against ihe queen, and praying tor 
the dismissal of ministers. ‘The following isa copy 
of his reply:— 
“It has been with the most painful feelings that 
I have heard the sentiments contained in the ad- 
dress and petition now presented to me, by the 
lord rp aldermen and common council of the 
city of London. 
‘“‘Whatever may be the motives of those by whom 
it is brought forward, its evident tendency is to 
inflame the passions, and mislead the judgment of 
the unwary and less enlightened part of my sub- 
jects, and thus to aggravate all the difficulties with 
which we have to contend.” 
Some heavy failures are said to have taken place 
in London. 

The freedom of London has been presented to 

Messrs. Brougham, Denman and Lushington, in a 
box of heart of oak, valued at 100 guineas, for their 
defence of the queen. . 
One of the daughters of the late Mrs. Jordan, by 
the duke of Clarence, has been recently married 
to the duke of Errol. Another of her daughters 
is a stage-player, noW at Philadelphia. “Fhe royai 
duke, after plundering Mrs. J. drawing, personally, 
eventhe wages which she earned at the theatre, 
suffered her literally to die of want! 

The queen’s trial andthe present state of things 
in England, have been productive of much wit, on_ 
both sides. ‘The following is from a late London 
paper: 

Says Ito Dick, ‘come be of good checr, 

The ministry’s going tu be chang’d as I hear:” 

“Good news,” replies Dick, “but it better would be 

If in chang’d, you would truly omit letter C.” 
AMEN. 

There is a pompous account of the presentation 
of a loyal address by the court of aldermen of .Lon- 
don. The king received it on the throne, with 
great ceremony, and thanked them much for their 
‘dutiful behaviour.” 

SPAIN, 

The king of Spain, with the concurrence of the 
cortes, has given his sanction to the report of the 
committee of commerce for the prohibition of al- 
mostall foreign goods and manufactures, with the 
exception of cheese, butter and fish; the latter on 
entrance will pay a duty of no less than 62 per cent. 
ad valorem. Much distress had been occasioned by 
the failure at Madrid of a considerable banking- 
house. 

We have a detail of events at Madrid to the 21st 
Nov. The king had become rather unpopular by 
his absence from the capital and on account some 
appointments which he made contrary to the pro- 
visions of the constitution. These were withdrawn. 
«On the 21st, the king, accompanied by all the roy- 
al family, entered the city, with a countenance Ta- 
ther indicative of displeasure. On reaching the 
palace, he, with the rest ‘of the royal agg 
stood in the balcony; while troops filed o 





Petersburg, having heard that 2 treaty had been 





through an immense concourse of people, whe 
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continually shouted «Long live the constitution— 
in its puricy/” without uttering any expressions | 
flattering to his majesty. During this time, the, 
multitude in front of the palace, lifted up, nearly 
as high as the balcony,a beautiful maid, who held 
inher hand the constitution, which she kissed be- 
fore the king, crying «‘Long live the constitution.” 
-—An officer, a monk anda countryman, were suc- 
cessively elevated, and went through the cere- 
mony. 

On the filing off the troops, the people dis- 
persed and the greatest tranquility at present 


—e 


prevails, and we are now waiting to See the mea-{ 


sures that will be adopted in consequence of these 
events,” 
PORTUGAL, 

The new government is strengthening by the 
increased good will and confidence of the people. 
Some attempts to restore absolute monarchy and 
the Aoly inquisition have failed, as if by the mere 
force of public opinion. 

We have a long narrative of the arrival of lord 
Beresford at Lisbon, and the proceedingsof the re 
volutionary government in consequence. It will 
be recollected, it was understood that he had re- 
turned from the Brazils invested with enormous 
powers, and that they would not permit him to 
land at Lisbon. The detajls are no otherwise im- 
portant than to shew the firmness of the Portuguese 
patriots, and the impudence of his lordship. 

ITALY. 

Cardinal Gonsalvi, in the name of the pope, has 
answered the note of the duke of Campo Chaiaro, 
in behalf of the Neapolitan government, concern- 
ing the passage which it was expected the Aus- 
trians would attempt to make through the states of 
the church. In this the cardinal states, that. ‘his 
holiness could not but feel sensible of the tone of 
displeasure assumed in the note of his excellency; 
but, that with respect to the object which had 
given rise to it, his Holiness had instructed him to 
reply, that he was ignorant till then that the impe- 
rialand royal court of Austria was about to cause 
its troops to be marched against the kingdom of 
Naples, not having made to him any instances re- 
specting the supposed passage of the forces, nor 
any communication that could be construed into 
an intended war against Naples.—That in the note 
addressed by the imperial and royal court to the 
government of {taly, other motives were assigned 
for the descent of the Austrian troops into Venetian 
Lombardy, which were, those of protecting those 
countries from the changes that had happened in 
other places; preserving, with the existing state of 
things, peace and order in its own dominions, and 
offering, in the event of its being solicited, pro- 
tection to those states of Italy who should demand 
it. , 

BRAZIL, 

This country is evidently in avery unsettled state. 
The progress of good principles, impeded by su- 
perstition and the scattered and unenlightened 
condition of the people, is slow, but apparently 
steady, and we have no doubt but that the only 
“legitimate” government, with a king at its head, 
in America, will soon be prostrated. King Henry 
has departed, and Don John may soon follow. Itis 
reported that the latter was on the point of send- 
ing his son, don Pedro, to Portugal, as vice-roy of 
that kingdom. It is questioned how he will be re- 
ceived, 


SOUTH AMERICA. 
We inserted an article lately, which said that 


Morillo had realized a fortune of two millions of 


dollars—but a letter from Havana, says, “general 
Morillo has been some time here, pennyless, pow- 
erless and friendless. Of his armistice with Boli- 
var, you must have heard. It excited so much in- 
dignation among the Spaniards, that his life wus 
in danger, and he yesterday fled in disguise from 
the city in the British brig Blucher, for London” 

It is announced that another revolution has takem 
place at Buenos Ayres, and that Mr. Prevost (U. 
S. agent, we believe), had been ordered to leave 
the place in thirty-six hours, which he did, in the 
American brig Enterprize, for Lima. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

By an arrival at New-York, London papers of the 
31st December, have been received—the principal 
things mentioned are briefly as follows: 

The king of Naples has been induced to quit his 
capital, on board a British ship, to meet the “Holy 
league,” at Laybach, in Germany, on the invitation 
of the sovereigns allied. The papers belonging to 
this singular transaction are laid off for our next 
publication. It is reported that after the affaiis of 
Naples are settled, the sovereigns will attend to 
those of Spain! The emperor of Russia has dis- 
banded the regiment of guardsthat lately mutinicd, 
and ordered a court martial upon its colonel. Duke 
Dacres has died of the injuries he sustained in the 


hitherto mentioned. Kia-Kin, emperor of China, 
is dead, and the duke of Clarence has had a daugh- 
ter, which little child is the present “hope of Eng- 
land!” There are many reports of changes inthe 
British ministry—but nothing more than reports, 
except as to Mr, Canning, who is said to have retir- 
ed. Some contradictory instructions to the British 
minister, lord Stewart, at the congress at Troppau, 
produced a personal quarrel between him and 
prince Metternich. Stewart first challenged him, 
but the council determined that M. ought not to 
meet S. Stewart then struck the old man-—this he 
also bore, and referred the matter to the assembled 
ministers, who resolved to have no further inter- 
course with lord Stewart. Such are the reports of 
this curious cas¢. We have the speech of the king 
of France to the legislature, and shall publish it. 
It contains nothing of immediate importance. 


CONGRESS. 
SENATE, 

February 9. Mr. Smith, from the committee on 
the judiciary, who were instructed to enquire into 
the expediency of so modifying the law punishing 
piracy, as to authorize the president of the United 








States, in such cases as he may deem expedient, to. 


commute capital punishment for confinement in 
penitentiary houses, reported against the expedi- 
ency thereof. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee of public lands, 
who were instructed to enquire into the justice and 
expediency of granting land for the purposes of 
education within the limits of the old stctes, cor- 
responding with the appropriations which have 


been made for the same object within the limits of 


the new states, made a repoi. against the expedien- 
cy thereof; of which report five hundred extra 
copies were ordered to be printed for the use of 
the senate. 

Mr. Thomas, from the same committee, to whom 
was recommitted the bill for the relief of certain 
purchasers of public jands, reported the same to 
the senate, with certain amendments. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to establish an uniform system of bankrupt- 
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cy. Messrs. Holmes and Macon spoke against, and 
— Hunter and Van Dyke in support of the 

ill, : | 

‘The question on the motion to postpone the bil! 
indefinitely—which motion has been for some days 
pending, was then decided as follows: | 

YEAS— Messrs. Barbour, Eaton, King, of Alab. Macon, Morril, 
Pleasants, Roberts, Smith, Walker, of Alab. Williams, of Ten—10. 

NAYS— Messrs- Brown, Chandler, Dana, Dickerson, Edwards, 
Elliot, Gaillard, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Horsey, Hun- 
ter, Jchnson, of Ken. Johnson, of Lou. King, of N. Y. Knight, 
Lanman, Lloyd, Lowrie, Mills, Otis, Palmer, Parrott, Pinkney. 
Sanford, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, Tichenor, Trimble, 
Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss.—32. 

<o the senate refused tu'postpone the bill inde- 
finitely, jin other words, to reject it. Soon after 
Which, 

. ‘the senate adjourned. 

February 10. After other business—the discus- 
sion of the pill for the relief ef the purchasers of 
the public lands was brought to a close; the bill be. 
ing ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, by 
the following vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs. Barbour, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, E)liott, 
Gaillard, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Hursey, Hunter, 
Johuson, of Ken. Johnson, of Lou. King, of A lab. King, of N. York, 
Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, Milis, Morril, Noble, Qtis, Parrott, Plea- 
sants, Raggles, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, 
Tichenor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Walker, of Alab. Walker, of Geo. 
Williams, of Miss. Williams, of Ten.—36. 

N AYS.—Mesers, Chandler, Dana, Lowrie, Macon, Roberts.—5. 

Februaru 12, Mr. Lloyd presented the memorial 
of the merchants and underwriters of Baltimore, 
suggesting to congress the expediency of augment- 
ing the naval force of the United States in the 
Pacific ocean; to an extent equal tothe protection 
of our commerce there; which was read and refer- 
red, ’ 

The engrossed bill for the relief of the purcha-. 
sers of public lands, was read the third time; and, 
after someyremarks by Mr. Lowrie explanatory of 
the reasons why he could not vote for it, 

‘The bill was passed and sent to the house of re- 
presentatives for concurrence. 

The senate took up successively the reports of 
the committee on finance, unfavorable to the peti- 
ticns of James Graham, William Whitchead, and 
Joshua Aubin. 

The petitioners state, that, in the month of Octo- 
ber, 1814, they being subjects of Great Britain, im- 
ported certain British goods into Castine, a port of 
of tle United States, then in the possession of the 
Hritish, with whom the United States were at war; 
that they entered the goods at the British custom 
jiouse, and paid the duties; that, at the time the 
United States regained the possession, the collec- 
tor demanded the duties, and that they paid them; 
and they pray that the duties so paid may be re- 
funded.) > 

Mr. Otis moved to reverse the reports of the 
committee, and instruct it to bring in bills for the 
relief of the petitioners, and, after a long debate, 
in which the reports were defended by Messrs. 
Holmes, of Maine, Eaton and Macon, and were op- 
posed by Messrs. Otis, .Wiiis, Dana, Sanford, King, 
of New-York, and Lanman, 

The motion was agreed to, and the committee 
were directed to report bills accordingly. 

Considerable time was spent on the bill to estab- 
lish a system of bankruptcy. 

Certain proposed amendments were ordered to 
be printed, and the bill was laid on the table. 

February 138, The senate resumed the considera- 
¢ian of the bill to establish an uniform system of 
gankruptcy—the question being on the motion 
ynade hy Mr. Talbot to recommit the bill, with in- 
structions so to modify it asto allow all other classes, 


voluntary application to avail themselves of the 
provisions of the act. : 

Mr. Van Dyke and Mr. anmun opposed the mo. 
tion, the latter at some length; and Mr. Y'a/bot ad- 
vocated it. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the 
motion, it was decided in the negative, by the fol. 
lowing vote: | 

YEAS—Messtfs, Barbour, Chandler, Holmes, of 
Maine, Johnson, of Ken. Macon, Morril, Pleasants, 
Ruggles, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Walker, of Alab. 
Walker, of Geo.—15. : 

NAYS-—Messrs. Dickerson, Elliott, Gaillard, 
Holmes, of Miss. Horsey, Hunter, King, of N. Y. 
Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, Lowrie, Mills, Noble, Otis, 
Palmer, Parrott, Roberts, Sanford, Thomas, Tiche- 
nor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. Wil. 
liams of Ten.—24. 

So the preposition to recommit and amend the 
bili was rejected, 

An amendment offered by Mr. Holmes was nega- 
tived by yeas and nays—for it 13, against it 24; as 
was also one offered by Mr. Barbour,—for it 11. 

The bill was then laid -on the table, for the pur- 
pose of receiving a repert necessary to be acted on 
to-day. 

Mr. Barbour then, from the joint select commit- 
tee, appointed on the subject, reported the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the twovhouses shall assemble in 
the chamber of the house of representatives on 
Wednesday next at 12 o’clock, and the president 
of the senate shall be the presiding officer; that one 
person be appointed a teller on the part of the se- 
nate, to maké a list-of the votes as they shall be de- 
clared; that the result shall be delivered to the 
president of the senate, who shall announce the 
state of the vote, and the persons elected, to the 
two houses assembled as aforesaid, which shall be 
deemed a declaration of the persons elected pre. 
sident and vice president of the United States, and, 
together with a list of the votes, be entered on the 
journals of the two hquses. 

Resolved, That if any objection be made to the 
yotes of Missouri, and the counting or omitting to 
count which shail not essentialiy change the result 
of the election; in that case they shall be reported 
by the president of the senate in the following 
manner: Were the votes of Missouri to be counted, 
the result would be for A. B. for president of the 
United States votes; if not counted, for A. B. 
as president of the United States votes; but 
in either event, A.B. is elected president of the 
United States; and in the same manner for vice 
president. 

Mr. Barbour explained the reasons of the com- 
mittee in adopting the resolutions, Mr. King, of 
|New. York, opposed the settlement of litigated 
questions in jo:nt meeting. Mr. Macon supported 
the committee. ‘lhe first resolution was then pass- 
ed, nem, con. The second wasalso agreed to, after 
a long debate. 

February 14. Soon after the meeting of the se- 
nate, this morning, the doors were closed, on exe- 
cutive business, and so remained until the senate 
repaired to the chamber of the house of represen- 
tatives for the purpose of counting the votes for 
president and vice president of the United States. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ; 

Thursday, Fed. 8. [The house was engaged in 

considering the report of the naval committee, 











which concludes with a resolution that the peace 


as well as merchants, to become bankrupts, on their; establishment ought to be fixed by law. Mr. Lawndeg 
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offered a proviso, which, being amended, read as 
‘follows: ; 

Provided, that the number of captains, masters 
commandant, lieutenants, and midshipmen, shall 
not be less than that of those who are now com- 
missioned in the naval service. 

And it was agreed to, by yeas and nays, by the 
following vote: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, of Mass. Anderson, Archer of Md. Arch- 
er, of Va. Baldwin, Ball, Bayly, Beeeher, Blackledge, Brevard, 
Brown, Brysh, Buffum, Butler, of N. H. Butler, of Lou. Clag-tt, 
Clark, Codk, Crawford, Crowell, Cushman, Cuthbert, Dane, Dar- 
lington, Davidson, Dennison, Dickinson, Eddy, Edwards, Con. Ed- 
wards, Pa, Fay, Folger, Fuller, Gorham, Grossy N. ¥. Guyon, 
Hemphill, Hill, Hobart, Hooks, Jones, of ‘Ten. Kent, Lathrop, Li- 
vermore, Lowndes, McCullough, McLane, of Del Mallary, Meigs, 
Mercer, Monell, $. Moore, T. L. Moore, Morton, Neale, Nelson, of 
of Mass. Nelson, of Va. Newton, Parker, of Va. Pinckney, Pitcher, 
Plumer, Reed, Rich, Ringgolt, Robertson, Rogers, Sergeant, 
Smith, of N. J. Smith, of Md. Smith, of N. C. Southard, Storrs, 
Street, ‘Strong, of N. Y. Tumlinsen, Tompkins, Trimble, Tucker, 
of Va. Tyler, Udree, Upham, Van Rensselaer, Wendover, Whit- 
man, Wiwiains, of Va. Wood—87. a ’ 
» NAYS—Messts. Abbot, Alexander, Allen, of N.%. Allen, of Ten. 
Baker, Barbour, Bateman, Boden, Bryaz, Burton, Campbell, Can- 
non, Case, Cobb, Crafts, Culbreth, Culpepper, Edwards, of N.C. 
Eustis, Floyd, Foot, Forrest, Gray, Gross, of Pa. Hall, of N. Y. 
Hall, of N. C. Hardin, Hendricks, Herrick, Hibshman, Hostetter, 
Johnsen, eee? | Lincoln, Maclay, McCoy, McCreary, McLean, of 
Ken. Marchand, Metcalf, R. Moore, Murray, Parker, of Mass. Pat- 
terson, Philson, Rankin, Rhea, Richards, Richmond, Russ, Russ, 
Sawyer, Shaw, Sloan, Stevens, Strong, of Vt. Tarr, Terrell, Tracy, 
‘Tucker, of S.C. Walker, Warfield, Williams, of N, C.—63. 

Mr. Cos then moved to subjoin to the resolu- 
tion the following order: 

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution be re- 
committed to the committee on naval affairs, with 
instructions to report a bill confurmably thereto, 
and to réduce the number of seamen, ordinary sea- 
men and boys to the number of 2,521. __ ? 

Mr. Lowndes moved to strike out of this prepo- 
sition all which follows the word thereto, inthe third 
line. 

A debate ensued on these questions, and conti- 
nued sometime; when 

Mr. Brush, of Chie, moved that the entire sub- 
ject, the report, resolution, and amendments, be 
indefinitely postponed; but before the question was 
taken, a motion to adjourn prevailed; and 


The house adjourned. 


Friday, Feb. 9. Mr. Hemphill, from the commit- 
tee on so much of the message of the president of 
the United States as relates to the slave trade, made 
« report, concluding with the following resolution: 

Resolved, By the Senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, That the president of the United States 
be requested to enter into such arrangements as 
he may deem suitable and proper, with one or more 
of the maritime powers of Europe, for the effec- 
tual abolition of the African slave trade. 

The report, with the documents accompanying 
it, was ordered to be printed. 

The house resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, (relating to the 
navy), but it was ordered to lie on the table, the 
house being considered too thin, from the absence 
of committees, &c. to act definitively on the sub- 

ect. 
: The house then resumed the consideration of 
the annual appropriation bill for the support of the 
civil list. et 

Mr. Clay submitted the same proposition which 
he had made in committee of the whole the other 
day, viz: to.amend the bill by inserting therein the 
following clause: ai 

«For an outfit and one year’s salary to such minis- 
ter as the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, may send to any government 
of South America, which has established, and is 


maintaining, its independency on Spain, a sum not 
exceeding 18,000 dollars.” } eet) 

Considerable debate again took place. The 
speakers were Messrs. Clay, Robertson, Wood, 
Rhea, Tucker, of Va. Southard, Reed and Lowndes. 
Finally, the question was taken vn Mr, Clay’s mo-« 
tion, and decided as follows: 
YEAS-—Messrs.Allen,of N. Y.Allen of Tenn. Anderson, Archer, 
of Va. Baker, Ball, Bateman, Becher, Blackledge, Boden, Brown, 
Bryan, Butler, of Lou. Campbell, Cannon, Clark, Clay, 
Cocke, Cook, Crawford, Crowell, Culbreth, Cul r, Cuthbert, 
Darlington, Davidson, Dewitt, Earle, Fisher, Floyd, Ford, Gross, 
of N. Y. Gross, of Pen. Hackiey, Hall, of N. Y. ricks, Her- 
rick, “Hibshman, Hooks, Hostetter, Johison, Jones, of Ten. Kinsey, 
Kinsley, Lincoln, McCreary, Mel.ean, of Kentucky, Mallary, 
Marchand, Meech, Metcalf, Moneli, R. Moore, S. Moore. T. 
Moore, Murray, Parker, of Mass. Patterson, Philson, Pitcher, 
Richmond, Rogers, Ross, Shaw, Stoan, Southard, Stevens, Storrs, 
Tarr, ‘Tracy, Trimble, Tucker, of Va. Udree, Upham, Van Rew 
selaer, Walker, Wallace, Williams, of Va.—79. 
NAYS-— Messrs. Abbot, Adams,Alexander, Allen,of Mass. Archer, 
of Md. Barbour, Bayly, Brevard, Brush, Buffum, Burton, Butler, 
of N. H. Clagett, Cobb. Crafts, Cushman, Dane, Dennison, Dickin- 
son, Edwards, of Con. Edwards, of Peun. Edwards, of N.C, Eustis, 
Fay, Folger, Fout, Forrest, Fuller, Gorham, Gray, Guyon, Hall, 
of N. C. Hardin, Hempbili, Hill, Hobart, Jones, of Va. Kendall, 
Kent, Lathrop, Livermore, Lowndes, Maclay, McCoy, McCullough, 
McLane, of Del. Meigs, Mercer, Montgomery, Morten, Neale, Nel- 
son, of Mass. Nelson, of Va. Newton, Parker, of Va. Pinckney, Piv- 
mer, Rankin, Reed, Rheg, Rich, Richards, Ringguld, Robertson, 
Russ, Sawyer, Sergeant, Silsbee, Simkins, Smith, of N. J. Smith, 
of Md. Smith. of N.C. Street, Strong, of Vt. Strong, of N. Y. Swear- 
ingen, Verrill, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Tucker, of S. C. Warticld, 
Wendover, Whitman, Williams, of N. C. Wood.—86. 

So the motion was rejected. : 


After which, and the rejection of an amendment 
offered for the repair of the Cumberland road out 
of the unexpended balance of appropriations for 
it, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


Saturday, Feb. 10. Mr. Clay, from the committee 
tq whom was referred, on the 2d inst. the resolu- 
tion from the senate, declaring the admission of the 


State of Missoun into the union, made the following 


report: 

The select committee to whom was referred the 
resolution from the senate, declaring the admission 
of the state of Missouri into the union, having, 
according to order, had the same under considera- 
tion, beg ieave to submit to the house the follow- 
ing’ report: 

That they have entered upon the discharge of 
the duty assigned them by the house with the most 
anxious desire to arrive at aconclusion which would 
give general satisfaction; that, in prosecution of 
this purpose, it seemed to them to be useful to 
ascertain in the first place, by a full and frank come 
parison of opinions among the members, whether 
any, and what conditions ought to be prescribed to 
the admission of Missouri into the union. ‘That, 
on making this comparison, the opinion appears to 
be nearly unanimous in the committee, that no 
other conditions ought now to be required than 
those that were specified in the last session of con. 
gress for the admission of Missouri into the union, 
and that, considering all the circumstances attend- 
ing that act, the settlement which it made of the 
question of restriction ought not to be disturbed; 
that this opinion limited their enquiry to the con. 
sideration of the single question, whether the con- 
stitution which Missouri has formed for herself, 
contained any thing in it which furnished a valid 
objection, to her incorporation in the union? And 
on that question they thought that there was no 
other provision in that constitution, to which con- 
gress could of right take exception, but that which 
makes it the duty of the legislature of Missouri to 
pass laws to prevent frée negroes and mulattoes 
from going to and settling in the said state. In re- 
gard to that clause, the same diversity of opinton 








existed among the members of the committee, 
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which had been previously manifested in the house; 
one portion believing it liable to an interpretation 
repugnant to the constitution of the United States, 
and the other thinking it not exposed to that ob- 
jection—or that if it were, the exceptionable in- 
terpretation was superseded by the paramount au- 
thority of the federal constitution. 

With these coflicting opinions, the committee 
thought it best that, without either side abandoning 
its opinion, an endeavor should be made to frame an 
amendment to the senate’s resolution, which, com- 
promitting neither, should contain an adequate se- 
curity against any violation of the privileges and 
Immunities of citizens of other states, in Missouri; 
and a majority of the committee thinking that such 
a security could not be sufficiently afforded with- 
_out some previous act to be done by the legisla- 
ture of Missouri, the amendment was finally agreed 
upon, which they now beg leave to report. 

According to this amendment, Missouri is to be 
admitted into the union, upon the fundamental 
condition that the state never pass any law pre- 
venting any description of persons from going to, 
an! settling in the said state, who are now or here- 
after may become, citizens of any of the said states 
of thisunion; and upon the legislature of the said 
state signifying its assent to that condition, by a 
solemn public act, which is to be communicated to 
the president of the United States, he is to pro- 
claim the fact, and thereupon the admission of the 
said state into the union is to be complete, without 
any further or other proceedings on the part of con- 
gress. To prevent, however, the amendment from 
being considered as impairing any right which may 
appertain to Missouri, in common with the other 
states, to exclude from her jurisdiction, persons, 
undef peculiar circumstances, (paupers, vagabonds, 
&c.), a further proviso is added, declaring that no- 
thing inthe said amendment is to be construed to 
take from Missouri, when admitted into the union, 
the exercise of any right, or power, which the ori- 

inal states may constitutionally exert. 

The modification which the committee thus re- 
spectfully recommend of the senate’s resolution, is 
the result of a spirit of concord, under the guidance 
of which they have anxiously sought, without the 
sacrifice of principle on either side, to reconcile 
the variant opinions among them. There cannot 
be a doubt, but that Missouri, solicitousas she must 
be to participate in all the rights and advantages 
of our excellent union, will equally seize the op- 

ortunity of testifying her attachment to the fede- 
ral constitution, bv giving the solemn pledge which 
she is asked to make, to respect the privileges and 
immunities which it secures to citizens of other 
states—a pledge necessary, in the opinion of a large 
and respectable portion of the liouse, by the terms 
which they employed in a clause of her constitu- 
tion. Nor will there be a doubt of the sincerity or 
efficacy of such a pledge, on the other hand, if, by 
postponing, for a short period, her admission into 
the union, a circumstance, every day less and less 
important in consequence of the lapse of the time 
allotted in this session, those who thought her in- 
vested with a perféct right to be admitted, without 
delay, are not fully gratified, they will be consoled 
by the reflection, that the amendment requires 
only the performance of a precise and simple act, 
which cannot be mistaken by the highly responsi- 
ble officer to whom the judgment of its execution 
is confided. | 

And the whole house must be gratified with any 
proper disposition of the subject, which will here- 
after free the public deliberations from the agita- 








tions and disturbances to which it is but too likely 
always to give rise. 

And your committee believe, that all must ar- 
dently unite in wishing an amicable termination, of 
a question, which if it be longer kept open, cannot 
fail to produce, and possibly to perpetuate preju- 
dices, and animosities among 2 people to whomthe 
conservation of their moralities, should be dearer 
if possible, than that of their political bond, sharing 
as the committee do largely in this sentiment, they 
respectfully submit to the house the amendment 
which they propose, in the hope that it will be re- 
ceived and considered in the same spirit in which 
it has been devised 

Strike out all after the word “be” in the third 
line of the senate’s resolution and insert: 

Admitted into the union on an equal footing with 
the original states, in all respects whatever, upon 
the fundamental condition that the said state shall 
never pass any law preventing any description of 
personsfrom coming to and settling in the said state, 
who now are or hereafter may become citizens of 
any of the states of this union, and provided also 
that the legislature of the said state by a solemn 
public act shall declare the assent of the said state, 
to the said fundamental condition, and shall trans- 
mit to the president of the United States, on or be- 
fore the fourth Monday in November next, an au- 
thentic copy of the said act, upon the receipt 
whereof the president, by proclamation, shall an- 
nounce the fact, whereupon and without any fur- 
ther proceedings on the part uf congress, the ad- 
mission of the said state into the union, shall be 
considered as complete; and provided further, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to take 
from the state of-Missouri, when admitted into the 
union, the exercise of any right or power, which 
can now be constitutionally exercised by any of the 
original states. 

Mr. Butler, of N. H. submitted the following joint 
resolution, which was read: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the U. S. of America, in congress assembled, 
That the people of Missouri be,and they are hereby, 
authorized to form a new constitution, or to alter the 
constitution which they have already formed and 
presented to congress, in suca a way and manner 
as they may judge most proper, and submit the 
same to congress for the purpose of being admitted 
into the union on an equai footing with the original 
states. 

Mr. Tomlinson rose and stated, that the proposi- 
tion just submitted to the house by the gentleman 
from New-Hampshire, was certainly entitled to con- 
sideration. 

For the purpose of affording to gentlemen an 
opportunity of deliberately examining the propost- 
tion, Mr. f'omlinson moved that it be laid upon the 
table and printed. ' 

Mr. Clay submitted the following for considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the house of representatives par- 
ticipate with the people of the United States in the 
deep interest which they feel'for the success of the 
Spanish provinces of Sonth America which are 
struggling to establish their liberty and indepen- 
dence. 

And that it will give its constitutional support to 
the president of the United States, whenever he 
may deem it expedient to recognize the sove- 
reignty and independency of any of said provin- 
ces, 

On the above resolution a very interesting de- 
bate, of near four hours continuance, ensued—in 
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which Messrs.Clay, Smith, of Md. Kinsey, Sergeant, | 
Reed, Robertson and Cobb, engaged. 

(The following were the nays on the vote for 
agreeing to the first clause of Mr. Clay’s resolution 
—Messrs. Allen, of Mass. Baffum, Crafts, Edwards, 
of N.C. Fay, Folger, Foot, Livermore, Montgo- 
mery, Nelson, of Va. Richards, Strong, of Vt.—12. 

The following were the yeas and nays on the 
second or remaining clause— 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Allen, N. Y. Allen, Tenn. Anderson, 
Archer, Vie Baker, Bali, Bateman, Bayly, Beecher, Blackledge, 
Boden, Brown, Brush, Bryan, Butler, N. H. Butler, Lou. Cam 
bel!, Caunon, Case, Clark, Clay, Cocke, Culbreth, Culpepper, Cuth- 
bert, Darlington, Davidson, Dewitt, Earle, Fisher, Floysi, Ford, 
Gross, N. Y- Gross, Pa. Hackley, Hall, N. Y. Hendricks, Herrick, 
Hibsh man. Hooks, Hostetier, Johnson, Jones, Ten. Kinsley, Kinsey, | 
-Lincoln, MeCreary, McLean, Ky. Mallary, Marchand, Meech, er. | 
eer, Meteaif, Monell, R. Moore, S. Moore, T. L. Muore, Murray, | 
Neale, Parker, Mass. Patterson, Philson, Pitcher, Richmund, Ro- | 

ers, Ross, Shaw, Sloan, Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Swearingen, | 
Tarr, Tracey, Trimble, Tucker, Va. Tucker, S. C. Tyler, Uttree, | 
Upham, Van Rensselaer, Walker, Waliace, Warfield, Williains, | 
Va. Williams, N. C.—87. 

NAYS.—Adams, Alexander, Allen, Mass. Archer, Md. Baldwin, 
Barbour, Brevard, Buffum, Burton, Clagett, Cobb, Cook, Crafts, 
Cushman, Dane, Dennison, Dickinson, Eddy, Edwards, Con. Ed- 
wards, Pa. Edwards, N. C. Eustis, Fay Folger, Foot, Forrest, Ful- 
ler, Gorham, Gray, Guyon, Hall, N. C. Hardin, Hemphill, Hill, 
Hobart, Jones, Va, Kendall, Kent, Lathrop, Livermore, Maclay, 
McCoy, Meigs, Montgomery, Morton, Nelson, Mass. Nelson, Va-| 
Newtou, Plumer, Rankin, Reid, Rhea, Rich, Richards, Robertson, | 
Russ, Sergeant, Silsbee, Simkins. Smith, N. J. Smith, Md. Smith, 
. Te Street, Strong, Vt. Strong, N. Y. Tomlinson, Wendover, 

—68. 


So that clause was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to 
the proposition, as a whole, and carried in the af- 
firmative; and 

A committee of two members was ordered to 
be appointed to lay the same beiore the presi- 
dent. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 12. On motion of Mr. Clay, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to enquire whether any, and, if any, 
what, provision by law is necessary to secure the 
due execution of process issuing from the courts 
of the United States. 

[From afew explanatory remarks of Mr. Clay, 
in offering this resolution, it appeared that his ob- 
ject was to enquire whetherany provision was ne- 
cessary to authorize a judge of the United States 
to provide for the contingency of a state’s refusing 
to the United States the use of its jails—a law of 
that effect having actually been passed by the le- 
gislature of one of the states, (Ohio,) with a view 
to process of a certain description. ] 

The house, on motion of Mr. Storrs, proceeded 
to the consideration of the resolution submitted by 
him afew days ago, with regard to the order of bu- 
siness in the house; and the same was, after some 
conversation, agreed to, in the following words: 

Ordered, That, during the remainder of the pre- 
sent session of congress, business referred to com- 
mittees of. the whole house shall be called for con- 
sideration in the following order: 

1. Private bills which have passed the senate, 
and have been reported upon favorably by a com- 
mittee of the house. 

2. Private bills reported by committees of the 
house. 

3, Bills and resolutions of a public nature. 

4. Bills which have passed the senate and have 
been reported against by a committee of the house. 

5. Reports unfavorable to petitioners. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Clay, pro- 
ceeded to consider the report of the committee 
appointed on the Missouri subject. On motion of 
Mr. C. it was referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. And, also on 





se 


ee 


itself into a committee of the whole, to take the 
subject up. 


Mr. Clay gave a detailed account of the proceed- 
ings in the committee, of the difficulty which in- 
terposed, and of the considerations which led to the 
recommendation of this amendment. This state- 
ment of course corresponded with that contained 
in the report of the committee. Mr, C. then went 
on to obviate some objections to the report which 
had been made by the friends of Missouri, as well 
as by those opposed to her admission into the umon. 
Although those favorable to her admission intothe 
union couid not succeed entirely in their partécular 
views, Mr. C. wasof opinion that they had, as regard 
ed the report of the committee, nothing to complain 
of. At the same time, the report was calculaicd 
to obviate the objections of those who had opposed 
the admission of Missouri on the ground of the ob- 
jection to her constitution which had been avowed. 
Thus consulting the opinions of both sides of the 
house, in that spirit of compromise which is.ocea- 
sionally necessary to the existence of all societies, 
he hoped it would receive the countenance of the 
house. Mr. C. concluded by earnestly invoking 
the spirit of harmony and kindred feeling to pre- 
side over the delibcrations of the house omthe sub- 
ject. 

A long debate followed, in which many speakers 
took a part-—at last, the question was taken in 
committee of the whole on the amendment to the 
senate’s resolution, as proposed on Saturday by tire 
select committee of this house, and was decided 
in the negative, 75 to 64. . 

The committee rose and reported their decisiou 
to the house; and, the question being on coacur- 
ring in that decision— 

Mr. Storrs moved to postpone the whole subject 
indefinitely. , 

A further debate took place which lasted till 
sun set—when Mr. Storrs’ motion was rejected— 
for it 42, against it, 127. 


After some further proceedings—The question 
wastaken on agreeing with the committee of the 
whole in its disagreement to the report of the se- 
lect committee, and the decision was as follows: 

For concurring as stated 83 
Against it 86 

So the house refused to concur, and the amend- 

ment reported by the select commitiee was agreed to, 


The resolution, as thus amended, is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Resolved, Fc. That the state of Missouri shall 
be admitted into this union on an equal footing 
with the original states, in all respects whatever, 
upon the fundamental condition, that the said state 
shall never pass any law preventing any descrip- 
tion of persons from coming to, and settling in, the 
said state, who now are, or hereafter may become, 
citizens, of any of the states of the union: And pro- 
vided, also, that the legislature of the said state, by 
a solemn public act, shall'declare the assent of the 
said state to the said fundamental condition, and 
shall transmit to the president of the United States, 
on or before thefourth Monday of November next, 
an authentic copy of the said act; upon the receipt 
whereof, the president, by proclamation, sball an- 
nounce ihe fact; whereupon, and without any fur- 
ther proceeding on the part of congress, the ad- 
mission of the said state into this union shall be 
considered as complete: And provided further, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to take 
from the said state of Msssouri, when admitted 





motion of Mr. Clay, the house forthwith resolved} into this union, the exercise of any right or power 
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which can now be constitutionally exercised by any 
of the original states. 7 

‘the question being then stated on ordering the 
resolution to be read a third time— 

The names of the members were called over. The 
clerk, having come to the end of the list, was about 
to pronounce the result; when 

Mr. Kent, whgse delicate state of health scarcely 
enables him to attend the house, and who was not 
in the house when his name was called, requested 
leave te record his name, 

Mr. Jackson, under the same circumstances, ex- 
cept that he was within the walls of the house when 
his name was called, though not within the bar, 
made the same request. 

‘the speaker offered to receive their votes, if 
there was an unanimous consent to his receiving 
them; the rule of the housé peremptorily requiring 
that no mem’. +r should vote on any question unless 
he was withia the bar of the house when his name 
was called. 

Objection was made to their voting. 

It was evident, fromm the sensation which filled 
the house, that the vote wasa close one, though its 
result had not been announced. 

Mr. Clay, finding that the objection to these gen- 
tlemen would not be withdrawn, moved to suspend 
the rule of the house which forbids a change of the 
rule, without one day’s notice, in order to suspend 
or repeal the rule which forbids these gentlemen 
from voting. Aftera while, however, he withdrew 
his motion, relying on the magnamity of some mem- 
ber of the majority to move for a reconsideration 
of the question. - 

The result of the vote was then proclaimed, &s 
follows: — 


For the third reading 80 
Against it 85 
So the whole resolution, amendment and all, was 
rejected. 


Mr. Javermore, who had objected to the above 
contested votes, then gave notice, that he should, 


ut 12 o’clock to-morrow, move for a reconsideration | 


of this question, that every member might have an 
opportunity of voting on it. And then 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 13. The journal of yesterday hav- 
ing beed read— | 

Mr. Livermore, with the view of affording to 
members who were absent yesterday an opportu- 
nity of voting on the resolution from the senate, 
rose to carry that purpose into effect; and, to ob- 
tain his object, moved to amend the journal! of 
yesterday’s proceedings, by striking therefrom the 
order “that the clerk should acquaint the senate 
with the decision of this house on yesterday;” that, 
by withholding that message, he might be enabled 
to move the re-consideration of the decision, when 
the time should arrive at which such a motion would 
be in order. 

Mr. Cluy seconded the motion, and took the oc- 
casion to make a few remarks, explanatory of an 
incident which occurred at the last session, (on a 
question of reconsidering the final vote of the house 
on the Missouri bill), and to vindicate the then 
speaker of the house from a presumed interference 
‘on that occasion, and to shew that the clerk did no 
more than his duty required him to do, in carrying 
the bill to the senate without waiting the motion 
for reconsideration. 

The motion to amend the journal, as proposed, 
was agreed to without a division. 

Mr. Cocke, from the committee on military af- 


fairs, who were instructed to inquire whether anv 
3 4 ee 





jected. 





officers of the army of the United States are em- 
ployed as clerks, or in any other capacity, in any of 
the departments, or in the office of the surgeon 
general or apothecary general, and whether such 
officers, if any, have received any other compensa- 
tion than their pay as officers, what are their names, 
and what extra compensation they have received, 
net i a report, concluding with the following reso- 
ution: ; 

Resolved, That no officer or other person, em- 
ployed by the government of the United States, 
ought, under any circumstances or pretext what- 
ever, to be allowed and paid any other or greater 
compensation than is authorized by law; and that 
the practice which has heretofore prevailed to 
nake extra compensation in certain cases, without 
such authority, is incorrect, and ought to be aban- 
doned. 

_ report was read and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
th comptroller of the treasury, transmitting lists, 
from the books of the register, of balances which 
appear to have been due and unsettled more than 
three years prior to the 30th September last, from 
collectors of the customs, supervisors, collectors, 
&c. of the old internal revenue and direct taxes, 
and receivers of public moneys for lands sold;— 
which letter was read and ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

The hour of 12 having arrived— 

Mr. Livermore moved to re-consider the vote of 
yesterday, by which the resolution from the senate, 
as amended, for thé udmission of Missouri, was re- 


Mr. Tracy, that the attendance of the members 
might be as general as possible, moved a call of the 
house, (Mr. Livermore having waived his motion 
for the present, to give an opportunity for this mo- 
lion.) hi sa | 

The motion for a call of the house was negatived 
—ayves 51, noes 75. 

The question was then stated on the re-conisde- 
ration of the vote of yesterday. 

Mr. Edwards, of N. C. gave his reasons why he 
should vote for a re-consideration; and Mr. Garneté 
offered his, why he should vote against a re-consi- 
deration, as he had voted against the resolution. 
Mr. Randolph made a few remarks, by way of pro- 
testation against the proposed re-consideration. 
The battle, he said, had been fairly fought and fairly 
won—or lost, as gentlemen should please to consi- 
der it. He considered the proposed re-considera- 
tion to be, under the circumstances, contrary to 
parliamentary usag«, and as tending to prostrate 
the great constitutional barriers which surround 
the powers of this house. Mr. R. concluded by 
vouching his life for it, that this question might be 
settled without recourse to reconsideration. Mr. 
Clay replied, regretting the unfortunate situation 
in which he was placed, having to meet objections 
of an opposite nature, and from quarters of the 
house whence he had no right to expect them. 
Though gentlemen might not be in favor of the re- 
solution as amended, they ought yet to vote for re- 
consideration, that the door might be kept open for 
a different amendment, if a different one should be 
thought necessary. He threw himself on the frank- 
ness and courtesy of the louse, to allow the mem- 
bers who were absent on yesterday an opportunity 
of recording their votes. After some further re- 
marks the question of re-consideration was taken 
and decided by yeas and nays—for it 101, against it 
66. ‘The question presented itsecH, ‘shall the reso- 
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tution be engrossed and read the third time? Mr. 
Hackley supported it—Mr, Fuller believed that the 
condition did not obviate the objection, Mr. Ed- 
wards, of N.C. thought that the condition interfer- 


ed with the independent character of Missouri. Mr. - 


Randas/ph spoke on the same side, and was opposed 
to any condition in the act of admission. Mr. Storrs 
supported the resolution; it obviated the objections 
which he had had to the admission of Missouri: ne 
deprecated a disposition that seemed to prevail to 
leave Missouri in a state of disconnection, &c. Mr. 
Clark, of N. Y. stated why he should,vote for the 
resolution. Mr. oss, of Ohio, opposed it warmly 
—said its provisions were ineflicient—“he consi- 
dered it as an expedient to avoid a responsibility 
which gentlemen were afraid to meet.” Mr. Little 
rose to reply to Mr. Ross, when an explanation 
took place between Mr. Clay and Mr. foss. Mr. 
Baldwin earnestly supported the report, &c. and 
replied to those who spoke against it. Mr. Smith, 
of Md. also delivered his sentiments in favor of it. 
Mr, Pinckney spoke at length of the absolute nght 
of Missouri to admission. Mr. Ford, oi N. Y. repli- 
ed to Mr. Ross, &c. 
speech of an hour’s duration—reasoning, remon- 
strating, and entreating that the house would settle 


adjourned. | 

Wednesday, Feb. 14. Mr. Clay, from the joint committee to 
whem the subject had been referred, reported the resolutions as 
they appear inthe proceedings of the senate,in respect to count- 
ing the votes for president and vice president. 

After some explanatory remarks from Mr. Clay, as to the place 
agreed upon to count the votes, and to obviate the difficulty that 
might arise about the vores of Missouri—the first resolution was 
passed, “though several noes were heard.” The question being 
stated on the second resolution, Mr. Randolph. opposed it—“he 
woud rather see an interregnum, or see RO votes countedat all, 
than see a principle adopted which went to destroy the very foun- 
dation on which the presidential office rested,” &e. Mr. T'rim- 
ble also “thought if any thing was due to state rights, it ought 
not to be adopted,” and that the example might have ruinous 
consequences,” &e. A great deal of remark followed. Mr. Rane 
dolph spoke again. Mr. Floyd followed on the same side. Mr. 
Clay endeavored to get on with the business. Mr. Rhea, and Mr. 
Trimble, again, opposed the resoiution. Mr. Culbreth spoke warmly 
and at length, against it, and was reminded by the speaker that the 
hour for counting the votes had arrived. Mr, Tracy was also op- 

osed to the resolution, but for different reasous--* Missouri was, 
in fact, a territory.” Mr. Clay rose again and advocated the ne- 
cessity of passing the resolution. At last 

The question on agreeing to the resolution was} decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


So the resolution was rejected, And the bouse_ 


Mr. Clay made an earnest 


the question. 


against the resolution—and 


The question was then taken on ordering the re- 
solution to be engrossed for a third reading, and 


Mr. Foot stated why he should vote 


decided, by yeas and as follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs. 
Abbott Earle Nelson, of Va. 
Alexander Eddy Newton 
Allen, Tenn. Floyd Pinckney 
Anderson Ford Rankin 
Archer, of Md. Gray Reed 
Archer, of Va. Guyon Rhea 
Baldwin Hackley Ringgold 
Ball Hall, of N. C. Robertson 
Barbour Hardin Sawyer 
Bateman Hill Shaw 
Bayly Hooks Simkins 
Blackledge Jackson Smith, of N. J. 
Bloomfield Johnson Smith, of Md. 
Brevard Jones, of Va. A. Smyth, of Va. 
Brown Jones, of Ten. Smith, of N. C. 
Bryan Kent Stevens 
Butler, of Lou. Little Storrs 
Cannon McCoy Swearingen 
Clark McCreary Tompkins 
@lay McLane, of Del. Trimble 
Cobb McLean, of Ken, Tucker, of Va. 
Cocke Meigs ‘Tucker, of S. C. 
Crawford Mercer Tyler 
Crowell Metcalf Walker 
Culbreth Montgomery Warfield 
Culpepper T. L. Moore Williams, of Va. 
Cuthbert Neal Williams, of N. C.—82 
Davidson 

NAYS.— Messrs. 
Adams Garnett Parker, of Mass. 
Allen, of Mass. Gorham Patterson 
Allen, ef N. Y. Gross, of N. Y. Phelos 
Baker Gross, of Pa. Philson 
Beecher Hall, of N. Y. Pitcher 
Boden Hemphill Plumer 
Brush Hendricks Randolph 
Buffum Herrick Rich 
Burton Hibshmaa Richards 
Butler, of N. H. Hobart Riehmond 
Campbell ~ Hostetuer Rogers 
Case Keiidal Ross 
Clagett Kinsey Russ 
Cook Kinsley Sergeant 
Crafts Lathrop Silsbee 
Cushman Lincoln Sloan 
Dan: Livermore Street 
Darlington Maclay Strong, of Vt. 
Deanison Me“uliough Strong, of N. Y. 
Dewitt Mallary ‘Tarr 
Dickinson Marchand ‘Tomlinson 
Edwards, of Con. Meech Tracy 
Edwards, of Pen. More!l Udree 
Edwards, of N.C. KR. Moore Upham 
Eustis S. Moore Van Renselaer 
—, Morton Wallace 
Folger Moseley Wendover 
Foot Murray Whitman 
Forrest Nelson, of Mass. Wood-8%, 
Faller 


YEAS.— Messrs. 
Abbot Gross, of Pa. Mosely 
Alexanders Hackley Murray 
Allen, of Mass. Hall, of N. Y. Neale 
Allen, of N. Y. Hemphill Nelsonf, of Masse 
Anderson Hendricks Parker, of Mag. 
Archer. of Md. Herrick Patterson 
Baker Hill Philson 
Bateman Hobart Pitcher 
Beecher Hostetter Plumer 
} Campbell Kendall Richards 
Cannon Kent Rogers 
Clagett Kinsey Russ 
Clark Kinsley Sawyer 
Clay Lathrop Sergeant 
Cook Little Silsbee 
C+shman Livermore Sloan 
Dane Maclay Stevens 
Darlington MeCoy Storrs 
Davidson McCreary Street 
D.nmsoun McCullough Strong, of Vt. 
Dickinson McLean, of Ken. Strong, of N. Y. 
Eddy Mallary ‘Tomhnson 
Edwards, ef Con. Marchand Udrée 
Eustis Meeeh Upham 
Fay Meigs Van Renselaér 
Folger Monell Walker 
Foot Montgomery Wallace 
Ford R. Moore Wendover 
Fuller S. Moore Whitman 
Gorham T. L. Moore Wood-—91, 
Gross, of N. Y. 
NAYS.—Messrs. 
Adams Culbreth Randolph 
Allen, of Ten. Culpepper Reid 
Archer, of Va. Cuthbert Rhea 
Baldwin Earle Richmond 
Ball Edwards, of Pen. Ringgold 
Barbour Edwards, of N.C. Robertson 
Bayly Floyd Ross 
Blackledge Forrest Shaw 
Bloomficid Gray Simkins 
Boden Hall, of N. C. Smith, of N. J. 
Brevard Hooks Smith,of Md. * 
Brown Johnson A. Smyth, of Va. 
Brush Jones, of Va. Smith, of N. C. 
Bryan Jones, of Ten. Swearingen 
| Buffum Lincoln Terrell 
Butler, of Lou. Mercer ‘Tracy 
Case Metcalf Trimble 
Cobb Morton Tucker, of Va. 
Cocke Nelson, of Va. Tucker, of S. C. 
Crafts Newton Tyler 
Crawford Parker, of Va. Williams, of Va. 
| Crowell Pinckney Williams, of N. C~—67, 


So the second resolution was agreed to. 

A message was then sent to the senate—three members appoint- 
ed as tellers—it was resolved to receive the senate standing and 
uncovered, and seat its members on the right of the chair; and 
that the chair should be given up to its president, &c. All things 
being done in form, the votes were declared as follows: 

For President. For Vice President. 
James Monree. OD. D. Tompkins. 





New Hampshire’ 7 7 
Massachusetts 15 7 
Rhode Island 4 4 
Connecticut 9 9 
Vermont 8 8 
New York 29 29 
New Jersey 8 8B 
Pennsylvania 24 24 
Delaware 4 

Maryland il 10 
Virginia 25 28 


Nerth Caroling, 35 15 
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South Carolina 
Georgia 
Rentucky 
Tennessee 
Ohio 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Indiana 
Iinois 
Alahame 
Maine 

CP TVhe seattering rates were as follow: for president, in New 
Hampshire, there was for John Quincy Adams, one vote. for 
vice president, there was, in New Hampshire, for Richard Rush, 
one vote;in Massachusetts, for Richard Stockton eight votes; in 
Dlaware, for Daniel Rodney four votes; in Maryland, for Robert 
Goodloe Harper one vote. 

The process of this ceremony was very tedious, from the length 
of the verifications, proclamations. &¢é. and the house did not ar- 
rive at this stage of it tillafter 4 o’clock. 

When the votes of the electors for Missouri, were announced, 
by the president of the senate, and handed to the tellers— 

Mr. Livermore, of New Hampshire, rose, and said—Mr. Presi- 
dent and Mr. Speaker, I object to receiving any votes for presi- 
dent and vice president from Missouri, because Missouri is 
not a state of this union. 

A motion was then made by a member of the senate, that the 
senate do withdraw to its chamber; and, the question having been 
put, was decided in the affirmative; and 

The senate retired. 

The house being called to order— : 

Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, submitted the following resolution. 

Resolved, That Missouri is one of the states of this union, and 
her votes for president and vice president of these United States 
ought to be received and counted. 

On this motion arose a debate and proceedings of which it is 
impossible to-day to give such an account as ought to be given. 
‘The necessary sketch of.it is deferred to our next. The follow- 
ing is an outline of the proceedings which subsequently took 

race, 
, Mr. Archer, of *laryland, moved to postpone the resolution inde- 
finitely. 

Mr. Clay subsequently moved to lay iton the table. 

‘The Jatter motion prevailed, after an hour or more of debate. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, a message was sent to the senate, that 
the hous@ was ready to proceed to the completion of the business 
of counting out the votes. 

The senate again came in. The votes of Missouri were read, 
and the,result of all the votes having been read— 

The president of the senate announced that the total number of 
votes for James Monroe, as president of the United States, was 
231, and, if the votes of Missouri were not counted, was 228; that, 
in either event, James Monroe had a majority of the whole num- 
ber of votes given; and, in the same form, announced that Daniel 
D. Tompkins had a majority of the whole number of votes for 
vice president of the United States. 

‘The president then proclaimed that Jemes Monroe is elected 
president of the United States for four years, commencing on the 
4th day of March next, and that Daniel D. Tompkins is elected 
vice president of the United States for four years from the 4thday 
of March next. 

Whilst this proclamation was making, two members of the house 
of representatives claimed the floor, to enquire whether the votes 
of Missouri were or were not counted, &e. apparently with a 
view to founding some proposition on the answer. 

Here arose a scene of some confusion, which resulted in the 
gentlemen being declared out of order, and required by the speak- 
er of the house to resume their seats. 

The president of the senate having finished the annunciation, 
the senate retired, leaving Mr. Randolph on the floor, attempting 
to be heard by the chair. 

The house being called to order— 

Mr. Randolph, after a few remarks, suggested a motion re- 
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specting the votes from Missouri, which he reduced to writing as |. 


follows: 

1. Resolved, That the electoral votes of the state of Missouri have 
this day been counted, and do constitute a nart of the majority of 
231 votes given for president, and of 218 voves given for vice-pre- 
sident. 

2. Resolved, That the whole number of electors appointed. and 
ef votes given for president and vice-president, has not been an- 
nounced by the presiding officer of the senate and house of re- 

resentatives, agreeably to the provision of the constitution of the 
Tnited States, and that therefore the proceeding has been irregu- 
lar and illegal. 

Whilst writing these resolves— 

A motion for adjournment was made. 

Here arose another scene of unusual character, a gentleman 
claiming to have had possession of the floor before the motion for 
adjournment was made. 

The speaker decided to the contrary, however, and the question 


on adjomroment was decided, by yeas and nays. ‘Chere were, 
For the adjournment 95 
Against it 60 


So the yeas had it; and 
‘Nhe house adjourned. 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate—the bankrupt bill was ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading. 


row ask leave to bring in the following resolution: 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assem- 
bled, That the state of Missouri shall be, and is 
hereby declared, one of the United States of Ame- 
rica, and is admitted into the union on an equal 
footing with the original states, in all respects what- 
ever: Provided that the following be taken as fun- 
damental conditions and terms upon which the said 
state is admitted into the inion, namely: that the 
fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section of the 
third article of the constitution, submitted by the 
people of Missouri to the consideration of congress, 
shall, as soon as the provisions of said constitution 
will admit, be so amended, that it shall not be ap- 
plicable to citizens of any state in this union; and 
that, until so amended, nolaw, passed in conformi- 
ty thereto, shall be construed to extend to any citi- 
zen of either state in this union. 

In the house of representatives --Mr. Clark, of New 


| York, submitted the following motion, accompany- 


ing it with some remarks in support of it: 
Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That Missouri shall be admitted into this union on 
an equal footing with the original states in ali re- 
spects whatsoever, on the first Monday in Decem- 
ber next: Provided, That previous to the said first 
Monday in December next, Missouri shall have 
expunged from her constitution the following clause, 
te wit: “It shall be the duty of the legislature, as 
soon as may be, to pass laws to prevent free ne- 
groes and mulattoés from coming to or settling in 
this state, under any pretext whatever.” And 
that on said day, certified copies of said constitu- 
tion, so amended, shall be delivered to the presi- 
dent of the senate and speaker of the house of re- 
presentatives of the United States. , 

It being agreed to consider the resolution, it was 
afterwards, on the motion of the mover, laid upon 
the table. 

The house refused to consider Mr. Randolph’s 
resolutions about the legalty of the electoral votes, 
by a majority of 30, 

Some of the other business acted upon was in- 
teresting, and shall be duly recorded. 

(The «National Intelligencer,’’ of yesterday, Fe- 
bruary 16, gives a long account of the proceedings 
in the house of representatives, on Wednesday— 
they justify what we have said in the first page of 
this sheet. We cannot insert the detail now, and, 
perhaps, will not doit hereafter. En. Rxe.] 





Constitution of Massachusetts. 
Synopsis of the articles of amendment. 

Article 1-~-Prescribes that the provisions of the 
legislature for the support of public worship, shall 
no longer be confined to protestant teachers, but 
be applied to all public christian teachers, and to 
all societies, whether incorporated or not; that all 
monies paid for the maintenance of public worship, 
may be applied to the public teacher on whose in- 
structions the subject attends, without regard to 
the denomination of the parish in which the money 
is raised; and that all taxes assessed for this pur- 
pose upon the real estate of non-resident proprie- 
tors, shall be applied to support public worship in 
the place where they are assessessed, except that 
the said proprietors shall be of a different sect of 
christians from the parish in which they are so as- 
sessed. The clause in the declaration of rights, 
investing the legislature with authority to enforce 





Mr. Roberts gave notice that he should to-mar- 





an attendance on the instructions of public teach- 
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ers is annulled. No person shall be tried for a 
crime, the punishment for which would he ignomi- 
nious, except on presentment of a grand jury—and 
every person charged with any crime or offence, 
shall have a right to be heard by himself and his 
counsel. 

Art. 2—Provides that the political year shall 
begin on the first Wednesday in January, instead 
of the last Wednesday of May—and that the town 
meetings for the election of all state officers, shall 
be held on the second Monday in November, in- 
stead of the first Monday of April. This article is 
to go into operation on the 4th of July, the present 

ear. 
: Art. 8—-Declares, that no bill or resolve shall 
become a law, if the general court by their adjourn- 
ment shall prevent the governor from returning it 
with his objections within five days after it is laid 
before him, : 

Art. 4—Invests the general court with authority 
to grant city powers to towns containing 12,000 in- 
habitants and upwards, upon the application of a 
majority of the inhabitants thereot, present and 
voting on the question., 

Art. 5—Provides for the organization of the sen- 
ate and house of representatives. The senate to 
consist of thirty-six. members; the state to be Givid- 
ed into districts for their election, to be never less 
than ten, and no one to elect more than six sena- 
tors. The basis, to be the proportion of public 
taxes paid in each district. The house never to 
consist of more than 275 members, except on those 
years when the valuation is settled, when every 
town may send as at present. All towns of 1200 
inhabitants to elect one representative, and the 
mean increasing number to entitle a town to two, 
shall be 2400 inhabitants. Towns containing less 
than 1200 inhabitants, to be divided into two class- 
es, each of which shall elect representatives every 
other year. ‘The mean increasing number, and the | 
original number of inhabitants, to entitle a town to 
one or more representatives, to be enlarged with 
the augmentation of population every tenth year. 
No town hereafter to be incorporated, can send a 
representative without having 2400 inhabitants, 
and the members of the house are to be paid out of | 
the public treasury—The council is to consist of 
seven, instead of nine members; to be chosen from 
the people by a joint ballot of the two houses of the 
Jegislature. 

Art. 6--Every male citizen, 21 years of age and 
upwards, who has resided one year within the state, 
and six months in the particular town, where he 
claims to vote, and who has paid any state or coun- 
ty tax within two years, may vote in the election of 
all officers of the commonwealth. 

Art. 7.--Votaries shall be appointed by the gov- 
ernor and council, and hold their offices for seven 
years, unless removed by the address of both hous- 
es of the legislature. The same article provides 
for the appointment of a secretary or treasurer, or 
commissary general, m given cases, and also for the 
removal of militia officers. 

Art. 8—Allows all members of militia companies 
to vote for their officers, without regard to age. 

Art. 9—Requires previously to the removal of 
any judicial officers by address of the legislature, 
that the causes of removal shall be first stated on 
the journal of the house in which it shall originate 
—and notice to be given to the officer, that he may 
be heard in his defence. The article also annuls 
4 provision in the constitution, requiring the su- 


— 


Art. 10—Reriioves the limitation to a particular 
denomination of christians, from such ministers of 
churches as may be hereafter elected members of 
the board of overseers of Harvard College. 

Art. 11 and 12--Substitute an oath of allegiance 
and an oath of office for all other oaths in the con- 
stitution. Be, 

Art. 13—T-eclares the incompatibility of several 
offices under the government of the commonwealth 
and United States. 

Art. 14.—Provides a mode for obtaining future 
amendments to the constitution. The particular 
amendment must first be agreed to by a majority 
of the senators, and two thirds of the representa- 
tives on one year, and entered on the journals of 
both houses, with the yeas and nays—and the next 
general court must concur in the proposed amend. 
ment, by the same majorities. It is then to be sub- 
mitted to the people, and if a majority of qualified 
voters finally adopt it, the same becomes part of the 
constitution. 
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The supreme court is now in session at Washing’. 
ton city, and employed in the decision of many 
important questions. 7 
Massachusetts: ‘Vhe late convention is said to 
have cost the people of this state the sum of 60,000 
dollars. sf 

“Maryland Haytian Society.’ A number of free 
blacks have associated themselves under this name, 
with a view to enquire into the propriety of emi- 
grating to Hayti; for which purpose they sent out 
an agent, who was kindly received by pre-ident 
Boyer, and assured that every encouragement and 
protection should be afforded to those “who love 
industry and yield obedience to the laws’’—a pre- 
ference, however, it seems, would rather be given 
to mechanics and agriculturalists, with a promise 
that ail shall enjoy, in peace, the fruits of tieir la. 
bors. 

New-York, Martin Van Buren, esq. has been 
elected a senator of the United States, from this 
state, in the place of Mr. Sanford, whose period 
of service expires on the 4th of March next. The 
votes for V. B. were in senate 19, in assembly 69— 
88; for S. in the senate 11, in assembly 52—63. 

Indiana. A meeting was got up at Montgomery- 
ville, in thisstate,in which Mr. Noble, of the senate, 
and Mr. Hendricks, the representative in congress, 
were severely denounced for their opposition to 
the admission of Missouri into the union, unless 
restricted as to slavery—but the legislature of the 
state, by almost an unanimous vote, (22 to 5), has 
passed a censure on Mr. Taylor, of the senate, 
for his votes against restriction, and also requesting 
the senators of that state, and its representative in 
congress, to endeavor to procure the passage of 
a law by congress, authorizing the people of the 
territory of Missouri to revise their constitution, 
with the restriction that said territory shall pro- 
vide, that no more slaves shall be admitted within 
their jurisdiction, and that they make no restric- 
tion upon the right of free persons to settle and 
reside in their territory. 

Illinois. A resolution has been introduced into 
the house of representatives of the general assem- 
bly of the state of Illinois, requesting their sena- 
tors incongress Messrs. Edwards and Thomas, to 
resign their seats, in consequence of their votes at 
the last session against the restriction of slavery in 





preme court to give legal opinions on questions 
proposed by the governor or legislature. 





Missouri, and, at the present, for her admission, 
| with the objectionable clause, which has been ‘so 
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much contested, The resolutions had not been 
acted upon at our latest dates from that state. 

» »Dr. Cooper has been appointed president of the 
university of South Carolina, vice Mr. Elliot, re- 
signed. 

. Bank Robbery. Letters received. from Blakely, 
dated 19th Dec. inform that the Tombecbee Bank, 
at St. Stephen’s, has been robbed of $35,000. It 
is added that the credit of the bank in its opera- 
tions, will not be affected or retarded in the least by 
this loss. 

African colonization. The brig Nautilus, char- 
tered by government, recently sailed from Norfolk‘ 
for the coast of Africa, with about fifty colored per- 
‘sons as colonists, and Mr. Wilberger as agent of 
the colonization society, and Messrs. Winn and 
Bacon, as agents of the United States. The vessel 
has on board many articles of husbandry, clothing, 
&c. ke. , 

Great fre.—About fifty stores, dwelling houses, 
&c. were consumed by fire, in New York, on the 
morning of the 24th ult.—situate on Front street, 
Fulton street and Crane’s wharf. ‘The loss of pro- 
perty is great—that in one store estimated at 80,000 
doHars. ‘the U.S. sloop of war Hornet was in dan- 
ger, but being removed with much exertion, her 
gallant crew nobly assisted to check the progress 
of the flames. ” 

he U, S. ship John Adams has arrived at Norfoik 
from the coast of Africa, but brings nothing new, 
except that the colonists had not yet succeeded in 
obtaining a grant of land. Daniel Coker had charge 
of the people. Midshipmen Freeman and Turner 
died on the coast. : 

Kentucky legislature.—An act has passed the le- 
gislature to authorise an endorsement on execu- 
tions—this act provides that no execution shall is- 
sue for ninety days after the expiration of each re- 
plevin bond, in order that the commonwealth’s bank 
may have time fo issue her paper. An act has pass- 
ed exempting certain property from execution, In 
addition to what was exempted before, there is add- 
ed one horse, one plough, one axe, one hoe, and 
all necessary tools belonging to mechkanics. 

InpraN TREATY. Milledgeville, Jan. 9. 0 our last 

aper, on information derived from a gentleman 
who had lately been at the Indian springs, we stat- 
ed, there was little probability of a treaty being con- 
cluded with the Creek Indians. We are glad to 
learn the result has been more propitious than was 
anticipated. Runners having been despatched for 
the Indians, a large number have assembled, and 
the chiefs of the nation we understand, have agreed 
with the commissioners on the basis of a treaty, by 
which the Creek nation cedes to the United States, 
for the use of Georgia, a large extent of territory, 
supposed to contain five millions of acres, of which 
there is much valuable land. The tract of country 
proposed to be ceded hy the Indians (for the sum 
of $450,000, out of which an ample reservation is 
made for the settlement of citizen’s claims ) is com- 
prised within the following limits. Beginning on 
the east side of Flint river where Jackson’s treaty 
line crosses the same, thence up said river to its 
most western source—thence a line running a due 
west course until it shall intersect the Chotahoo- 
chee—thence up said river to the Etowa or High- 
tower trail—thence with said trail to where it cros- 
ses the Ulcofau-hat-chee—thence down said stream 
to its junction with Ocmulgce river thence down 
said river to where Mitchell’s treaty line intersects 
the same---thence with said line until it intersects 





Jacks«n’s treaty lime—and thence with the latter 
line to the beginning. 

An Indian Chief, of the Huchee tribe, in Florida, 
arrived here on Monday last, with his brother, in 
the schr. Hokee, from Musquito river. His object 
is to appeal to the benevolent citizens of Charles- 
ton for pecuniary assistance, under the following 
circumstances: Himself and his tribe were neutral 
during the late war between the Indians and the 
United States; and to several Americans he was 
personally friendly. But he, nevertheless, lost all 
his property, which ws taken by the force under 
gen. M‘Intosh, and was forcibly deprived of his wife 
and his son. He is desirous of obtaining informa- 
tion with regard to these, and to retrieve something 
of his estate, sacrificed because of his unwiilingness 
to war with the Americans.—-[ Charleston Courter, 


Georgia legislainre. The legislature of Georgia 
adjourned its session on the 20th ult. sine die. The 
following resolution passed that body on the 19th. 

Resolved, That the presidents severally of the bank 
of the state. of Georgia, the Bank of Darien, the 
Planters’ Bank, and the Bank of Augusta, shall be 
required ann ally to give a minute statement of the 
standing and management of each of those institu- 
tions and their branches, for the twelve months im- 
mediately preceding the first Monday in October, in 
each year, and forward thé same to his excellency 
the governor for the time being; and be subject to 
the examination of the general assembly; shewing 
particularly the amount of specie in their vaults— 
the amount of debts due them, of bills in circula- 
tion, the amount of deposites, and the highest 
amount due and owing by each of said banks. 

The legislature of Georgia have repealed the 
law giving 25 per cent. damages in case the banks 
should refuse specie, as it regards the United States 
bank. 


Law case. An action was lately brought at Troy, 
to recover the value of a quantity of leather which 
was burnt with the steam boat on lake Champlain. 
It was admitted that the fire took from some un- 
known accident, and on account of the viclence of 
the wind it was impossible to arrest its progress, 
although the captain made every exertion to do 
so. The court decided that unless the loss of the 
leather happened by the act of God, no accident 
could excuse the company from their liability to 
pay forthe leather.—M. Y. Daily Advertiser. 


Ice. From the Niagara, U. C. “Gleaner,” of Jan. 
8th. On the Slst ult. the ice began to run in the 
river, and continued to run till the 2nd inst. when 
it became stationary—a little above Fort George, 
about a mile from the mouth of the river, vast quan- 
tities of ice coming down from above being stopped, 
accumulated between this and Queenstown, produc- 
ed mountains of ice, and raised the water and ice 
there to an unprecedented height. The water rose 
nearly twenty feet perpendicular, the consequence 
was that all the stores at the water side, both af 
Queenstown and Lewiston,,were either swept away 
or crushed to pieces; (with the exception of the 
king’s store that is built of stone, on the bank;) the 
water hag now subsided, and the mountains of ice, 
cemented together, so thai, after hewing out a road 
amongst those mountains, sleighs pass and repass 
in safety. Itis about. 14 years since the river has 
been frozen over; and, althongh it then dammed 
the water back as far as Queenstown, and did some 
damage, yet nothing of the kind bas ever happen- 
to the same extent before. 
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